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For therſelves, and in name of many ethers well- afcked Main, 
- Elders, and People in 5COTLAND: 


Preſented by the Lord nellen Mr. een Cam, 
Toth Miniſters and Blders wat at Ediobargh 1% 21 ; 1686 1 


fon, Mir Save! Rutherford, and diverſe Others 3 3 


- 
. 


1658. 


1: is repreſented by the Miniſters, Elders and Profeſſors under ſabſes- 
ny others wel. aff elicd is - 


ers for themſelnts, and in the name of me 
Fer, Elder s and People. 


T is matter of nuſpeakable 
J Indignation the Lord hath let ferth againd ws, heaping 


waves of the Sea, and for the moſt part, the Fruits thereot through the 


Land, bave been no other than further 2 lrom his ways; ond - 
ion. Our breach iy | 


wide as tue Sea, and who can heal it? Spiritual Fadgements eſpecially 
are mntiplied opan us, Temptations abonud, and Divine [nflgences > 2 


dividing one from another in judgement and 


are reſtrained, Me hath poured upon us the Fury of his Anger, and 
che ſtreugth of battel. and ir.hath ſet us on fire round about, yer we 
knew it not, and it burneth us, yet we lay it not to heart. 7 


not great cauſe t o fear, leſt the glory · of the Lord ſhould depart from as 
ſmongſt us ? ſt were good for us, it we cold ( with Jeraſalem J remem- 

ber all eur deſires ble tbings which we bad in the days of old, and 
compare them with the days of our miſery «nd affliction. It we leok- 


back to that which we havealrcady attained of the work of Reformati=. © 


in the power and prattica of gad. 


on (notwithſtauding our ſhort coming 


( - | 
I line(s ) what purity was there of VVorHH᷑m hat ſound ned Doftrines 2 
Unity of taithful Paſtors > order and authority of Aſſemblies N 3 
endeayonrs for promeving a of godlinels: for purging | 


> 1 


Unto the Reverend the Minifiers.and-Elders wet at Edinburgh lager. © 4 


grief and ſorrow, te conſider how great 
| wrath _ 
pen wrath, and making one Judgement to follow another, ax the 


| is. 
ne returning to the Lord, his hand is ſtretched out fills and in there © 


* 


on to the Cauſe, aud ot biameleſs converſation. And 


g— 


Veflaries; and Jadpement 
— Torked taftelt; It was the Complaint of the Non Cenſormiſts of od. 


* w- 


the Miniftery, Judicatories and Armies ? and for employing ſuch in 


places of power and truft, as were of conſtant integrity and good aſſecti- 
| again, if ve con- 
ſider how in place of theſe, within theſe two years, have ſucceeded for 
unity, diviſion 5. for order; contuſion, for purity of worſhip. outward 


contmpt, för the power of godlineſs Atheiſm and Profaneneſs3: foe | 
purging of the Miniſtety Judicatories and Armies, ſintnl mixtures ; for 
zeal, lukewarmneſsand tolleration It is too palpable, that we are far 


* © Kone on in the way of declining, Raving loft much of that, which we 
id ittzined, and that which remains being ready to die. It we loex 


before us, it ſeems now there is a wide door open tor con junction with. 
all parties, in caſe of ſtraits and neceſſities. How ſubrile are the devi- 
taff Saran, to make uſe ofthe farre bad principle for contraty ends, & 
my wenor make uſe of what was laid in tormer times, to the-teclining 
Childrewot this Church > How will pofteriry blame as that ue have not 
heli tear rhe beginnings of evils 2:Shal not their hearts mourn. y hen tl ey 
ſhit behold fo fair a Fabrick, ſo dearly conqueſt, fo ftrrmly grounded, te 


de ſo pirtfully rained by their Fathers? If we look-inwerd todur own 
- Hearts; Whether we have had moſt of the Lords Spirit: with us inthe 


614 ways, or the late; and whether our ſpirits were then mote with 
the Lord, or now + It iseake to judge: it we look about us on every 
hand, what hardening is there of: Adverſaries of all-ſorts* what: offence 


_: giveri tothe weak, was ſee changes ot parties and tear change of hrin- 
Eiples and Antereſts, when they perceive conjunction ich thoſe againſt 


when the Covenant was mate. and deferting. ot theſe ſor whom it 
wins made ʒ and ſee mens interefts preferred to the Lords; ſinſul n iæ- 
res make way for finful ſeparations, and the preſerting ot mans inte- 
ret to Gods, makes our Ad verſaries to be exalred over us Thus be writes 
our $4 upos our jodgewentz and becauſe we truſfed his lntereſtt to bis 
Atvtrſaftes; therefore he gives up our intereſti to the poer of our Ad- 
hat li entered by the door, which Policy bad 


ud ſecond | w 
. Tables] © 


eat, Contormicy was preferred: tos the duties of the fiiſt a 


n |Table ; for if aiiniſter were conform, groſs faults were paſſed: over in (i 


ae . Ax 244 
Pa | 


5.) \ 


lence; and it he were notconform, though an able painful, and graci- . 
ous Paſtor,cnd blamleſs in his con verſation, yet he wasthe object oſ per- 
ſecution. This was held by the non Contor miſts, a ſure ſign of detection 


Abe temembredʒ And we have it to regtate, I hat too many male it their 
practice upon this ground, ro debar ſuch as Would be uſeful ia the Lords 


in the Church: We with there were nothing like this amongſt us, and 
chat inſufficient and ſcandalous Minifters, made not a Sanctuary of the 
Publick Reſolntions, What Acts are made againſt Expectaniz Stn- 
dents, and Proſſeſſots, which are not of this jadgement, we deſire may 


Vineyard. How great influence this hath alſo had, and may farther 
have in all Electlons, we need not mention: Ho much precious time 
have the publick reſoluꝛions ceuled to be ſpent in debates, and thereby 
many diverſions from moft neceſſary duties, c&c. is matter of great Rum 
bling. both to the weak, and to ftrangers which are amongſt us, that 
gro's ignorance and ſcandals are not only to be found in Profeſſors un- 
cenfured. but alſo amongſt Eldersz and that many Miniſters are noe 
only catelſeſs to inſtruct the ignotant, and to endeavour, that ſcandals. 


nd . may return, wherein the Land hath declined from their ſworn 


may be cenſured, but ſome are openly given to the ſame themſel ves and 
not only no courſe tak en to cenſare them, but ſome who have been juſt» 
Ig cenſured for profanneſs and malignancie, are re-admitted ; and un- 
qualified Expectanes in {ome places, but in the Miniftry. The 8 
bation of the publik R-ſolucions being made a main part of qualification, 
We hope it will be eafily acknow'edged on all hands, that there hath 


deen a great backſlicing of heart from the Lord; tor the which we are 


filled with onr own ways; We truſt allo that there be few that wil 


deny that the Lords quarrel againſt us is for his broken Covenant: an 


therefore it is, that he hath chreatned againſt un as apainſt Iſreel, not on- 


y mat we ſhall not bea KingD⁰ bet that we ſhall not be a Nation, 


nat 1 Chat. hut put away by a Bill of divorce: It is hie. tie for us 


then. to ſearch and tr o Hen, aud turn ateiu tolle Lurd, Let wn. 
eri nine by what way we have departed trom him, that by the ſame ftepy” 


C 
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Covenant with the Lord, and known principles, before this ruine came [os 
epon.us; and wherein they have fich hence further deparced, by ſtay- f + 
og upon thoſe that-{mete them, and ferſaking the Lord the Cenenance| 
N * ed God of this Nation. It was to us no [mall matter of griet and sto uble 
ttz⸗hat tha teſtimonys given thelaft year ag ainſt the Pablick Reſolutions 

ol the Commiſſion of the Genera] Afembly 1650, and agaiaft: the 
meeting at St. Andrews and Dundee and their proceeding, was Jockedt 
upon by many (of wham we deſire to judge charitably ) as not pro- 
- ce:ding from principles ol conſcience, but as a Complyance with the In- 
* rvadersotche Land Biefied be the Lord our God, who knowing our In 
noceicie and integrit ie bath made that cloud of reproach ſo clear to eva 
niſh. as we truſt we are now [reed from tha calumaie, in the judgamenttꝭc ſuę 
conſciences ot all judicious and charitapſe men. There is another ad- 
= vantage on your part, that you are now ſret from the teroptationg,which 
induced many to act and concur in theſe Reſolutions for neceſſity was 
mainly pretended for what was Couez Which now, theſe temptations 
being removed, can have no place for a grovrd, to renew and react the, 
{fame proceedings. Wie may ayſo add, that time bath f.]ly- diſcovered 
and cicarly determined. how juſt ground there was en oor part to op- 
poſe the admitting ot theſe men, concerning whom the conteſt was the 
":{ year, into places of power and truſt over the Vork and People of 
God. An Overture was made to ws at dur meeting in VVinter la, Thar | 
we wevld deſiſt irom making nſe of any power derived from the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly 165@. And we conceived we had groend 1oexpett on the 
other hand. that no ule ſhouid have been mace of any power, by yertue þe 
at. the Meeting at St. Ardrews and Dundee, And ihatinthe mean time, 
endeavour thould have been uſed for agreement, which was aſſayed by 
us once, and again; but the advantages of the time having ſetled on 
another quarter then that ſeaſon wherein the Overture was made, did |, 
ſrem to promiſe to ſuchwhodid not well cor er prieciples and partir 
It is now kallen ont ctherwayes, and by power from them, with. 
ent any agreement you are now converted. Io the Meceing at St, 4 
draws: it was earneſtly deſired, that there might have been an Adjourn- 
30 (8.475% "ene 
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V pf the diviſion that hath ſince fallen ent, and the differences that vere 
Dermongſt us, might have been more eaſily removed. The breach is ney _ 
ble ider, aud snly the Rreng hand of the Lord can help us. If you fhoulſe _ 
Rey gain proceed to afame unto yourſelves the power, and confti- 
be ſuge your ſelves into a General aſſembly; we look upon it as x very great 
el Srudien in the way of eur agreement, and ( a5 that which for ought 
torre can yet (re ) may highten the diſſerence: The Lord is calling to Holi- Fm 
IN heſs,and to terare to the Work of Reformation,and purging theChurch 

In [--ordieyg to the Word e Hod, and approven ruler of this Kirk, and 

Ve hot to ceafrm the 12K years proceedings whieh were the chietground - 


T Four Divifions. It is « thing beyend all queſtion in reaſon, thar 2!1 .. 


ich 


Hudts and objetions proponed, concerning the conſtitution of an AC 
embly Janght'to proceed che conſtitution, and not to follow after it. 
nen the question is determined, ſad experiences may teach vs from 
"8 former times, what influence an Aſſembiy ha th accordinę to its corſti. 
fution, righc er wrong; tor which caule, the General Affembly 2639. did 
'©d Hetermine che keeping «andauthorizing corrupt General Aſſemblies, to te 
P- bne of the chief cauſes of the many evils which had befallen this Church 
tbe in time of defection. We do therefore with all tenderueſ and dus refpe& 


Fo raeftly beſesch, That you will timeeuſly conſider, how unconvenient” 
il nd unwarrantable it is for eu, to conſtitute your ſelves intoa Geber 
re El Aſembly, and ee aſeme the Power and Authority kbereof, not on- 


y when the Authority by which you are conveened is ſo mach que- 
toned, and (ach prelimitations are upon the elections of Commiſli- 
Te, janers ; ber when you alſo want the concarrence of fo many Presby- 


rue 


dy aries; hO ate not clear in their conſciences to concur with you; A nd” 
{jg [hen you want the eoncurrence-of Commiſlioners from Barrows, who * 


r reaſon of their preſeaciticapecity,cannet ſend Commifiioners to fir im 


on any Aſſembly. And when the far greater part of Commiſſions fromPres. 
” byterics, and Univerfitiezare queſtioned and contraverted, by Diſſents 
” had Proceftitionrin-their meetings tor Election: and ſaine by reaſon of 


ſurggtion of chem ho are no Prabyteries* Ss that we know not here 


me ment, which through the Lords bleſſing might ba ve prevented auch ,, © 1 


* 


ha : 


Fi 


ba 
ä Ca 
* 
= 


N 


1 
= ww 
A 
4 


t 


% 


2 * 


40 3 
* N 
E 
* 


" yo 
b Eg cation, have been to ſome People to tempt them te the way ol ſe· 
pe 


F pirit : If there be any bowels and wercirs. by the a ſſection yon bear to 


aw not 
| lead them inpeths they have net tnown, make derkne(? light before wi; 


= 1 o 
— oi 


IEC C8) 
few cat be admitted noqueſticned Members; and befdes we beſ 
nſider how-great. a ſnars your former actings which were at te 


pa ation, and to the ſhaking of the Government of this Church, -trom| + 
« yhich as we deſire to be keeped ſree as from courſe highly diſpeaſing to 
God, and impedimenial to Reformation So we defire you may net temp 
them further, and lay new : nares in the way of any, by your t righ 
vſing ot ſo precious an Ordinatice of Chriſt, as are the Afemblics-ofl 
this Ckurch. , Upon theſe and othef greumds, we are conſtrained te 
make this Application to you. er ee g mie ſuch powe 
unto your ſelves, you wovlld br plone. V peific,a Conterence with u 
wherein we may (with the Lords #ffifterice) feareh cut the cauſes ob 
wrath againſt us, and freelie and friendiſe debate concerning our Diſſer 
ences, and propone Overtutes, and Remedies for temoving both the one 
and the other: In order hereunto, we offer theſe Propefitions-berewith 
communicat ed, ſer the Subject ot our Conference; it being our egrreſt 
deſire, that an agreement being made, we may through the Lords bieſ. 
'fing, have a free, and lawful well conſtituted General Aſſepbly. And 
now having laid theſe our theughtsand defires defore ypu, we do ſo- 
lemnlie obteft you by the Meek nes, and Gentienels of Chritt, by his Con- 
ſolations. and the Comfort of his Love, and by the Fellowſhip of che 


the Word of Trauth, to the Peace and Order of this Church, to the 
Lords precious Ordinances, and to this people in this generation, and to 
the poſterity, that you will tate theſe thing into your ſerieps conſider. 
aſion, and hearken to our RequeſtiWho knoweth but the Lord may have 
compi ſſon aon ont condition, and bring the blind by a way 


and crooked thi 
not forſake us. 


"gs freight» Even do all theſe things ante du. 
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Propoſitlons offered to the meeting of Miniſters, and otÞeg, - 
ek + At Edinburgh July the 21. 1652. * * 


nn. | 


TFT Here ve. and many of the Godly in the Lend, have hee rely = 
 'fcandalized. and inmb'ed at the late ATr. and procedines N. 
latin toprblith reol..tions toncerving the ſame inthe nature au ioteg 
tin of the Work, te have obſtructed and ſon ten the Wotk of Refor mati in 
( althoneh we think Lowonrably of divers Godly and learned men, who have 
been concurring ig the lane, and dare not judge their intention: to be ſuch 
45 we thin their work both been, end do allow aharity tootkers ) That efore 
for (atisfaTion of our Conſciences .and for the ſecuring the Work of R ef ore , 
mation, for purging theCkurch. and for promeving the power of Godlineſs 
aud for removing the ſe ſad differences, and for attaining and preſerving 
a good underſtanding. We defire, 5. 5 
I. That they give evidence, and aſſurance thats they approve of, aud will 
adbere unte on» Covenants. and the ſolemn Publich Confeſſion of (ons, and 
engagement to Duties, and all the AFs of uncontraverted Aſſemblies. of 
this Church. for advancing the Vorl ef Refor mation. in the Littrall and 
Hexuine ſenſe and meaning theveof: Aud that in diſhening of The Ori. 
wanees, cinſkring of ſcandalow perſons, receiving ef Penitents trying. 
gdriitting, removing, and depoſing of Church Officers. they wall gecord." 
ing to the ſame, | 3 9 Yb a RE 
II. Fhet i my be laid ſeriouſly to heart before the Lord, hom wfte 
ſuch « defectiaa, and ſs ſad judgements forit, the Lard may be retoredito - 
e bi; Honour, the Land to his Fauonr, 41d ihe like defeFion prevented a. 
nod | tim teig. , 2.2 3 ed oe Ss 
| III. That & we are ready in ont Bation to fo ſom ell religions aui coſts» 
enable went, and onertures for ſecaring,and guarding of the Canſe & Wark 
„f God, againſt Erronr. Hereſis, and Schiſme, on the one hund: So they 
voulu hold ont to wv 4 ſolid way for ſecuring the ſame, againſt dangers 
from Malignancie on the other, - nd, we deſſte ſo know what hal 5 
8 N e 


Ft 


/ to ) 
the Cher Fers in time coming by whichMaligents may be knows G. judged. 
IV. £hat 4 rex and effeFual courſe be taten, according to the eſtabliſh 
ed Ri Kirk, for purging out, and holding our af ſuch from being 
Cburb Offic ri as bave not the poſitive qualifications required intheWord 
of led and At: of thic Kirk; particular'y, that Miniflers depoſed by 
Las full Aſemb ies, who have intruded themſelves, or have beex www r- 
wntabily retorcd by Synods, and Prerbyteries to their charges, comtrarie 
to the Form, and O der preſcribed in the ATs of Aſſemblies, be removed 
ien cenſurerinſi Ted, and that (uſfi-ient proviſion be made for 
prevent ing the like in timecoming. 
V Thut effeFual means be fallen wpon, and follawed forcenſuring all 


Seanti's. and Scindalous perſons, and caſting out of theſe who foall be 


ound grofly. and ub linately ſcandilows, or ignnrant, after they are made 
inexcv/eble by ſufficient means, and pains taken for their inflryTJity, and 
re leise | 


VI.Th i ſome courſe more effeTngal there any bath been fallen upzue h. 


therto, may be condeſcended upon. for putting in execrtion the At, of this 
Kirk, ane debarring from the Lords Table ſuch pet ſorr, who arc found 
rot to walk ſuitable is the Goſbcl, and have not the kuowledegs to exam 
thewſelver, and to diſcern the Lords Bedy. 
VII. That in the receiving of Penitents, care may le had, that none 
he admitted to the publick Profe ſton of Repent ance, or eecgnciled to the 
Church, but theſe who are found to eve ſuch evi dente of their Repantance, 
a is exprefſed in the At: of the Aſſemblies, concerning the receiving of 
Penitents. 
Vi. Thet an effe Fuel courſe may be te les for ſecuring of the Work and 
' People of God, from the harm and euil conſeqrences vohich beth already, 
and iy further enſue Fom the late pretended Afſembly, at St. Andrews, 
and Dandes, 2 the IT. ther-of, aud for preſerving the right conftitu- 
fiex of free Genera! A ſeub ies for time is come. 
Sabſcribed in nine of many Miuzfters, Elders, and Profeſſors 
throughout the Land, whe deſire Truth and Peace, by 
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Mr. Andreoy Cant. | 
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Unto the Reverend, the Miniſters and Elders met at Edinburgh 9,1, + 
21. 1652. 2 


| we 
7 
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The Proteſtation of the Mini ters, Elders.and Profeſſors under ſubſert.. V 
ing tor t hemſelves,and in name of many others wel-aff.Hed Miniſte, 
Elders and People. P 


[* is ſo well known to divers of your number, what peaceable endea- 
.& vours we have ſed without ſucceſs, in order to the removing of 

the differences that are amongſt us, that we ſhal not trouble you 
there with znor how we were neglected in the ſending timeous advertiſe- 
ments for your laſt-me=ting in this place, where a deſite of reconciliation 
was preſented; but perempterily the electing and {ending of Con miſſio- 
ners from Presbyteties, to keep the day indicted by ti e rretendedautho. 
rity of the Meeting at Dandce, was concluded on as the only mean to 
heal our breach; and not ſo much as ſome few days of delay could be 
obtained, dy theſe few of our number which were then preſent, whereby 
they might give advertiſement to others. We have laboured with ſome 
in private, and have given a Paper to all in publick, with ſeme Propo® 
ſitio s, wherein we have the concurrence of the generality of the Godly 
in the Land, earneſtly entreating a conterence, wherein we might have 
opportunity With the Lords aſſiſtance, to have laid before you theCau-» 
ſes of the Lords controverſie againſt the Land. and how we mige 
be united in the Lord;being ready alſo to have heard what yo ſhould 


* 


offer to us upon the ſame ſubject: bat this ye have denied unto us, and 


proceeded to aſſume the power, and conſtitute your (elves in a General 
Aſſembly. Ic is a durden upon our Spirits, and we bave no delight o 
be conteſting with, and oppoſing any who profeſs themſelves to be 
maintainers of the Government of this Kirky but the truth is 
( with grief of heart we defire toſpeak it; for we think th at it doth. 
much provoke the Lord, and threaten his departure from the Land 3 
that alt hougù with the * the National Covenant, and "Pp N 
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the caſtin zut of Prelat, and the corruprions infraduced by them, the | the 
"Lord tecioully pleaſed to give repentance to nota few, who were tec 
Inval ys CAL defectionʒyct ſiace that tĩme there hath al ways remain. vd 

edi tagt ore or mnſattici-nt, ſcandalous, andi affected Minifters {C3 
in ch Kick, enemies to e power ot. Gↄdlireſ, ind Obtructers of the. 
„ | .Wik of teiofinaion, and purging of the Kirk, whereot many were þev 
(porn Vaffils rothe Prel2's (as we are able ro make good by their Sub- th 
grietions o horrid oaths hi party complied with the times, and pre- m 
-ytended tour Reformation, though they were groaning under it as a he- Je 
vy yoke which chevy could not endure, asdtd- appear by their carriage d 
and expreilizns, upon leveral occafions. when any Revalution offered L 

them the opportunity of Giſcovering their minds. pirticularly in the 
time o Jimes abu, prevailing, and of the Engagement againſt EI g | 7% 
land, an aving of late gotten a greater advantage en at any time | {p 
before, fi ce he feginining of this Reformation, by the publick Reſzlu- | I 


tious and atings of ihe Commi.lton for bringing in of the Malignant 
party, to places ot power and truſt, and bearing down cfſnch as were 
oppolers of tele Reſolutions, and had been faithful and ſtramht in the p! 
Cauſe. and ſtirting up the Civil Magiſtrate againſt them, ſubjecting al- t! 
ſo the liberty of the Word in the mouth of Chriſts Ambaſſadors for the - | ſe 
reproot of ſin, to the immediar judiciahcognifſance, reſtraint and cen» vy 
ſure of the Civil Magiftrate contraty to the many Acts and practices P 
ofour, Predeceſſats grounded on the Word of God, and our Covenants * 


haying the countenance of King, State and Army, and divers worthy 0 
and ꝑtacious men ( of whom we ſhall ever efteem honourable, and love . 
them dearly ) upon our conſideratiou of the ſtraits and preſſures of the +l 
| time, concurring allo with them in the publick Reſoſutions, chat Party b 


perceiving, that they were not able to endure tryal in à time of Re- t. 
* formation and purging, began the laſt year to Jifr-up their heads, and 7 
ſpeak the language of their on, being much encouraged by the Conſti | v 
tation, Acts & Cenſutes of the pretended Aſſembly at St. Aaarewgꝭt Dys. c 
f 

B 


3% dee, they have ſo ftrengthned themſelves by the practices ſince in the 
E  Judicatoriesof the Kirk is they-now carry the determinations thereof o 
4 ot 35 ; their 


nne 


8 


— 


1 


ww 


133 4 


* 


ted no ſuch ot whom we have experience, how forward they e 
vour wicked men, and every euil Tourle, to perſecme ſuch as małe cc 


(cier.ce 10 icek t e Lord in ſingerity of heart, and ſupprels the power £ 


God Heal to open the door of the Minittery to ſuch as for inſuſꝭ 
ebey. (candal-,or dil affection, has been juſtꝭy Cepoled, ard to bring 
the ike. In regared whereof, we wiſſt there were not too great caule to 


their own ends. And may we not wich (ad hearts ſaygwhat can be expect 


＋ 
5 , 


make uſe of the words of the Prophet, 1 have ſeen alſo in the Prophets of "© 


ders, that none deth reti fo his wickedneſs therefore thus ſarth the 
Lora at hoſts concerning the Prophets, Behold, 1 wil feed them With worn 
wood and nia te them arink the'witer of gall, for fromthe-Prophets of Je. 
ruſalem i prophancne's goue fou into all the Land. Trele things we 


ſp ak nat to refſe upon the Ordinances of Jefus Chriſt in this Land, it 


hz be our ſtedfaſt purpoſe (as tne Lord ſhall enable us) to maintain 
the Doctrine, and Worſhip Diſciphine, and Government ot this Kirk, 
and particularly he Nitional-Afembly,: which we look upon as rich a 
privilecge, and ſpeciaſbleſsing from Heaven, for ſupptelsing errour on 
the one hand, and p: orha neneſs on the other, ſo long as they are Pte» 
ſerved from corruption in the conſtitution thereof. And we truſt ell 
who are acquainted with the principles and practices. of; our worthy 
Predeceſſars, and of the learned and godly non -· Conformiſts in Exglaaa 
will eaſily ſee how far we are ſrom their judgments who tollowthe ways 
of ſeparation; We hold it our duty, firmly to adhere to the Church of 
Scotland, wherein (through the Lordsgoodnel(s.) we do this day.enjoy 


»the purity of Doctrine and Worſhip, and the Government which Chriſt 
bath appointed in his Houſe, though there be corruptions in the Confti 


tution ofa pretended Aſſembly. Mhereby we are deprived of the bent ſit 
ofa free, lawtul, and well conſtitute Aſſembly tor ihe preſent: where 
we meet with cotruptions, we ſhalfl ( the Lord Abiſting _, cir. 
claim and oppole them. and herein we>havethe approbation of the 
Grſt and ſecond Afﬀembly- of this Kirk, in the beginding of this lag 


{4 | Reformation 3 the one annulling. and declaring void fix ſereraf 
| Aſſembiieg 


| Jeruſalcar, ſaith the Lord, « hoi Thing, they [tr engthentherbands of evil? 17 
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Aſſemdles, upon many of the ſa ne grounds, for which we do proteſt a- 


— gainit ide prelent corrupt A ſſenblies. And tbe other having clestlie 
An cterr. ned the keeptr g. and Avmorizing corrupt General Aſſemblies, [4 
t to hʒee been one ot t e chief cauſes of the many evils which have be- 
this Church. Me truſt in the Lord our Cad, that our Adions 

Habundantly witnels tor us in this reſpect, and {6 we ſhall not fore 
er inſiſt upon it. Me have clear gronads in Scripture to Warrand 
us to plead, and teſtifie ag unſt Corraption, and theretore being (enſible 
that there is a covrie ot deſection carried on in the Church, we kave en- 
deavoured, firſt to prevent the ſame, in the beginnings thereof, and at 
terwatd to give Teftimony againſt it, as it comes to be diſcovered to Vs 5 lo 
We bave ſince ſtudied in a Chriſtian and brotherly way, to reclaime 
the Anthors thereot, and theſe ttat have concurred with them, ard now | 
when ſtill we perceive our labonts and endeavours fo be witF ont ſuc- 
ceſs, as we proteſsour adberence to forn er Tefiizgories againſt the late 
Detecion,ſo we are nece ſũtated to add this upon the grounds before men: 
tioned 3 and for all, or ſome of the Reaſons following. 

1. This meeting beth dependence' upon, and the power and aut herity to 
which it can lay 1 for the indid ion the cof is derived from the pre- 
tended Aſſembly which met at St. Andrews,and ad;axrned to Dundee, which 
being nnfiee, unlawful and corrupt, cannot derive or communicate to am- 
ther that which it had not in it ſelf. 

Il. I & conftitate efter the ſame manner (for the moſt y« 5 of the Me- 


4 —— 


4 
{ 


* 


ber & the for mer pretended Aſſembly. of Perſons which were 
Aue, wed Abettors ef, and have carried on « conrſe of defeZion inths |, ©. 

Church, contrary to the Word of Gd. the ſolemn League and Covenant, the © 

Jolemn E cement, andthe expreſ- As and Declarations of the Kirk, 3s 


which Perſons being under ſogreat « ſcandal, are Ii the 4d. of the Kirk? 
Sncepable tobe Members of General Aſſemblies. 

111. Beranſe of the pre-limitation of Election by the Acts made at 
Dundee, injogning Provincial , and Frecbjteries to yroceed 1 
with the Cenſures ot the Kirk _ Mini fert, Stxdents, Expectants 8 _ 


ad | 


1 


3 2 AI. 
and Profeſſors, ho altogethrry cppoſed the publick Reſolntions.s* ſal wan 4. 
acquieſee to the AV, mage at Dandens and ſo extlndesr a whimave not 
ind bed i- the courſe of defection,as inc:1pable of Election. which is ac? 
raubt rule or Election and rontituting Aſewb'ies : and in purſuence theie: 
of there were "aueral pre limitarions mail ſince by ſeveral S nod i. and Pref. 
nerien in their Acts, Ratifying the Proceed ings of the pretended Ae 
ible bly a Dandre. - | 1 
en- IV. There are weny Precbyteries who have expreſfly refuſed to ſend C her 
at | evi ' froners to thir Meeting as an Afſemtl, and who do concur in proteing 
us eerint the ſaw aud where Preebyteries have ſent Commiſſioners, the Elec. 
me ien 476 geverelly contrave ted there *cing Proteflations made, or ar leaſt 
ow eit entrel sci, moit of their Elections nen good grounds, conform 
uc- to the Ac's of the Kirk; alle there be wanting Com milſievers from Burrows, d 
late [who im re lf bei- preſent incrpeacity cannot fend Commiſaroners.Theges bes 
en: [werality of he gel n be Land go along with wo» approve our proteſting 
agcinſt this meetingas an wilanfal and corrupt Aﬀembly, 


'9 | Therefore from the zeal we owe to the plory of God, to tis Cauſe 
10 nd Truth, the Duty of our Callings, as ſet tor the defence of the Gol 
4 zel. and according to wu Covenant, wherein we are bound to prevent 
#%- an tecil all partics and courſes contrary thereunto, from the ſenſe of 
he 2 f l judgments of an angry God, bot telt, and feared for theſe: 
_ begun and continued in defections, that we may according1o theexams - 
% ple of our Forefarhers.zoquit our lelves 83 guilcels of chin growing Ab- 
the ſt acie to the preſent age, and tranſmit to our poſterity the right Con- 
rk iturion of free and lawful General Aſſemblies; aud to prevent the 
„ Lords giving a Bill of divorce te che Land. We do hereby faleainly. * 
T9 elite and Proteſt, © agaisſt che Conſtitution, Authority; Arm, and 
proceedings of this pretended Aſtembly met at Ediuburgh, and parti- 
_*tulacly agtinſt their ratifying oc renewing the former De ection, in the 
eedſhttet of Publick Reſolutions,-:. and againſt theirentering into any the: 
te, ie Confedracie, or Affciation With any partie oppoſite in Principles, © ©; 
ad Pcactices te the Word, Work, Covenant, Cauſe, and People of God = 
7 : {n : i 1 
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nin Jang, zg ſt their appoimitg 6; Commiſſions emitting ofDecla 
rates With ngs,. Cauſe ot Humiliation,” and againſt tbeir receiv. 


1 


Fs ing and c iſuing of Appeals. Reterarces ard: Niflents, or doing a»y | 
ting competent t a fte, lawful G:neral Afﬀcmblic, _ and chat neither]. 
de Authority, Als, or Conv esotthemeetng at St. Andrews, and 
= © Danadee, or ot chis preſent weeting:. ſhall beobligatory fe any Synod? 
-  Presbyterie, Miniſter. Elder, or Member of this Church. And we daF 
u nbly beſeech and implore the Lord our God, thar he will not loo up- 
don theſe your pr ccedings as the deeds ↄf the re preſentative ot the Kirk 
of Scotland, not ia pute the ſa ve Into the Collective Body: But that be 
would be pleaſed in his Mercy, freely to pardon all ovr tranſgreſſions, 
And we do further ptoteſt, that the Genera! Aſſembly 1650. be held 
and accounted in this Church as the Jaſt free and lawtul General A. 
ſembly ; and that it ſhall be lawful to us, and every one of us, to con- 
tinne in the full and free Function, and ja our Callings and ſtations to 
obſerve and keep the former good old Principles, Beclarations and Acts 
cf the law ſul and free General Aſſemblies ot the Kirk, notwithſtanding 
an Declarations” Warmngs, Proceedings, and Cenſures of the ſaid 
43 Meetings at St. Andrews, Dundee, and Edinburgh, or any Commiſh- 
3 on following therefrom, or any Exemption thereof, by any other, ; and 
1 likewiſe that it ſhall be la ful to con veen in a tree, General Alſembly,; g 
when the Lord ſnall give opportunity. And laſtly, We do Proteſt, 
that ic hall belawfultousto give in to this Meeting, or pubſiſh to the 
1 World; or to preſent to the firſt free and lawful G. neral Aer bly this 
| our Proteſtation, and to enlarge the ſame a5 ſhall be found molt ta con 
duce to che honour of God, the good of kis Work, comfort of his 
„and for our eroneration. In Teſtimony thereqt, We ſubſcribe 
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v1 The Names of the Minifters whe ſadlcribed 12 8 75 
ay tore going Proteſta:ion, a 
er | a 


ach M. Arn arewCant,” M, A, Livingiion m, Robert Firgaſun | 
od, NI. Samuel Rutherfoord M. Thomas Ramſey m, 1 * Fe guſon © 


do M. Robert T- il  M,WilliamWiſtart m, lJahx G f | 
up- M. John Ster live M. Wittiam lack m, Harie Sempi 15: * 
. 3% N, % Be, m Res he 
zel M. Matthew Movat N. James Donaldſon m. John Macmicks - 19 4 
de, M, John Livingſlon M. Francis Ai d m, lohn Mein | :- vo 
d M. Jer Gurhvie 1 Robert K 8 m, lames Rust 
AL} M. Patrick Gilleſpie  - Jam Sempil m. Sammel Row —_— 
on- M. James Symſon NI, James L . ar, John Durie > 
__ 30 1 Ker 1 David Swan m. Will e if of 
ag | M. ohn Scot M G«lbert Hall m, Jobs Hanillon | 
ing M, John Vetch | M. V” lliam Somervel m, James Nitber | : I 129 
aid M. William Guthrie M, Adam Rete m, Robert Leckhart .> 
tn. M, Rab Rodgers NM, ande- Dunlop m, Dann Dou x. 
ind M, George Nairn NM, George Gledſtaines m, Gaſriel. . 1 
ly, | M. Witter Olipbant M, Arthur Mitchel m, Noſert Br -\ » * 
eſt. I M. And, Donaldſop »- M Alexander Turnbull m ** Lilę ae 5 .- 
the M, Rolert Stidman M. Temme - Nobert N = 
M. Ephraim Meli! MI. Famer Tuedie m. Jobs Hamilton 4 | 
M H-w Kennedy. Af, Patrick Macclellaws m, VVil Ferguſon. TIM * 
M John Cleland, M,. ehr Sinclair | ta al 97 4 
y. M.Gilbert Kennedy M, obn Grey zn 
Elders, Profefſers, and Expettants, many of whom ſubſctided noe boy 
in their own Names, but in Name of many others from whom 
they were ſent to the meeting. we Th * = __ 
Lord Kirkendbright 19 © Sir Archibalss en \ u «7. = 


Sn Jobs Cheify / Sir Andrew Key 


Sw HE * 4 


: gore 


Dam Bruce. 

Pringle of Whitebank. 
Aller Ridde! 
ae ot Greenkno. 
| Mogel Robert Hilked 
. N hen 

lu of Dudingſtonw. 
br Of Smeiton 
W34"t FL. 

et ef Piltoun 


* 


* 


cs (3 1faway 

. Braun ot Diphingtoun. 

ie Lanrie cf Blakew od. 

Mr. John Sprewil, * 

Alex. Gorden of Rnockgriy. 
ex. Forbes Tetorot Pirfligo, 


Mr. John Inglis of Cramount, | 


John Crenfloun of Glen, 
Major Robert Stuart. 
twes Gray. | 
eames Kirkesr, 
Mr. A chibal] Por esu 
Robert Jack. 
Milli Gordonx.” 
Robert Cannon, 
William Gordoyn. 
William (Or tetton, 
Jamer Moſs en. 
9 ba Cannons. * 
on Le. 
obs Thomſen. 


PET 
* 


David Coventry. 


„„en of Hiltoun, 


: Mr Joh» Dovgls.. 


Me. Tome Stuart, 


» Andrew Adi ſon, 


Me. Andrew Rut bet ſoord. 


Tobn Tit, 
Andrew obaftore 


1 3 " * b 
ter Selkirk. - 2 . 
Pilliam Crawford. 

John Mactlinchie, 


Captain Andrew Aruot... 
Thomas Bannatyn, 
George Priagle. 
F,. . 8 b 
James Maſen. 
David Park, © | &| 
Me. Him Duguid 
Quintin Makadam. 
o $9 ther. . 
oby Dickſon, 8 


a oo a. HS OA 


Ded Mare, 
Jobn Nairn 


Mr Jobs Pearſon 


Patrick Liftoun. , 
James Spittle of K. 


M. George Walker. 
ames Grei-r _ 
der Himilion, 


ODD tO TEES 


David Mathie, 
Thomas Dougles. | 
Fara Bruce, 


ohn Gordoun, 


George Dickſon. 
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Robert Brye, William Falconer. ; . 
Edward Gordoun, Mr Peter Kid, wy a 
Jobn Mylr, Andrew X. r, bh L. 
M. James Stuart, Pat1c# Andes jon, * 
ames Melroſe, A 


Alexander Mr ſhat, 
James Hill, 72 


James Moriſor, 
Me. John ji lice. 


Mr. John Ci 66k/ank younger 
Mr. Alexander Jamiſon. _ 

* 2 N 

Beſides divers others, ſome of whoſe names could not well be . 

others being with drawen by their neceſſary atfairs, were not pr — 
wi h the reft in time ot Sut ſcribing, and the a any hundreds of the 
affected throughout the Land, wo nave by ckeſe whom they le | 
bundantly ſhown their lave to the buſineſs, and will Subicride 2G 
their own hands when they Eave opportunity. „ 
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The Names of the Miniſters who preſented theſe Prpers. 


Mr. Andrew Cant. 
Mr, Samuel Ruther ford: 


Mr. Robert Trail, 


Mr. John Livingiton.| Mr, Samuel! Row, 

Mr. James Grth ie, Mr, James Na(mitk, 

Mr. Meuthew Mower. Mr. James Symon, 

Alr. Patrick Gilleſpie, „Mx, Le, Ker, | 

Mr. Ephraim Melvil, Mc. John Dickſon, .. 
Mr. William Oliphant. Mr, Themas Wyllie. 


Mr. Robert Keith. 
Mr. Alexander Livingſton, 
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4 The Names of the Ruling Elders, and Proſeſſors 


Lord Kircudbright Laird of Blair 
Tutor f P ge | VViythank 2 y ; 
Sir An lem K. of Greenhead Viliter Prizgle of Greenkuow . 
A chibe'4 ſobuton of Wariſton, John Job ſſen ef Hilton - 
Ibn C'nsſly | . John Graham . 
el Robert Huket. m. Toby Sprent N 
das of Dvd liſtan m. Willia Ferguſon 
zter Ri del Smet our H „burn | 
William Bruce Alexander Gordon of K nockoray. 


ff. : , 8 5 
—eſc 36 were nominated and appointed by their meeting to preſent 
the Papers, 35 * | ey 


| on Thurſday, the meeting of Proteſtors did divide themſelves in 
| four ſeveral Commit ees, te think upon, and confer about Over 
| tures, how to make the martrers of their Propoſitions practicable and 
eſfectual in their own ftations, according to their capacities. And the 
next morning, the minde of the ſeveral Committees upon the matter be. 
ning reported in. writ. The ſeveral Clerks of theſe, Committees were ap 
pointed to m-at tog her, and draw up in one Paper, all that was re 
1 ported. which being done, there was another Committee appointed to 
meet upon it, and to conſult and adviſe more deliberatly, there anene 
and to report their diligence upon uunday to the whole meeting, where 
by it appeats that they do really, and {ouſly minde the work them» 
felves, which they propoſed to others, which will appear the more by 
their Reſolutions, when they come forth after the Overqures are digefþs . 
ed, and fully agreed upon. | 
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vants of the M niftry is looked vpon-by Us, and We believe by all 


ſtitutions ot this Church, to be 


uro rHE 


[MODERATOR, 4 


AND 
BR ETHR EN 
Aſſembled at St, Andrews; 


lk, aw. wa. - ws 
* 


The buxble Repreſentation! 4 deſire of tbe Miniiterr of the 60% 
under ſub(cribed.- 


Mengft ths many ſad tokens of the Lords indignation and--wrath * 
.againſt this Church, the preſent anhappy differences of His Ser- 


Godly cf the Land, as one of the great et; And as we hold it a Du- 2 
ty lying upon Us to be deeply humbled before the Lord in the ſenee ü 
thereof, and in our Stations and Callings to endeavour by all lawfull. I 

and fair means the remedy and removal of the ſame, ſo, we acknowledge 
2 free General Aſſembly, lawfully called, and rightly: conſtitute, and 
meeting together in the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and proceeding j 
with meeknels and love according to the Rule of His Word. and Con- 28 
amongſt the firſt and moſt effectual Re- > 


medies * appointed of. G 8 D, for . atiaining , of theſe ende. 
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55 | 
<refore con dering that the Eledtion of Corr miſtoners for tbe Af- 
Hembly bath been in many places limited and prejudiced in the due li- 
erty * freedom thereot, by the Letter and Act of the Commrition 
ol the laſt General Aſſe nhly, o Pte, byteſits appoinring ſech as remain I. 
unſatisſie i with, and t eacteflimonyagaintt the Publick Refolutions,to | 
be Cited to ike Go ct Aﬀembly ; which upon the matter, hath in ma- 
ny Presdyteries ceilly ohſttud ed the Electing of ſuch, though otherwiſe 
men of approvea abilities, corſtane Faitatalnels & ztal for the Work of 
Reformation lince the cegin ng neregt: and that many Eled ions are que 
ſtionable, ſome as contuning rſors not in a capaicity tobe choſen by 
the Acts ot this Church, and ſome ay not being made in a due order and 
right way, and that many Commilliorers ot Presbyteries ard Bur- 
rows are ablent, ſome cf them wanting tree acces, by re:{un et the En- 
gliſh lying in the Country, and {ome upon other impediments ard c- 


caſions ; and remembering that ſuch Realons have lormerly had weight 


in point of Diſcu tion of the validity af {ome Aſſemblict, and may ſtill 
be looked upou as important and weighty, by theſe who may haxp-n 
not to be ſatisfied in their conſciences wht your greceedtirgs. Me cid 


With all humble earneftnefs,znd in the bowels of the Lord Jeſs Chriſt 


deſire and beſeech you tor Truth and Peace ſake, and ti at turti er mil- 
takes and diviſions may not be incteaſed unto the prejudice of the Lords 
Work, and rajoycingof Enemies, and {adding the hearts of His People 
Tha the Diet of the General Aſſembly way by the common conſent and 
advice of tha Brethren now met together be ad joui ned tor lome compe- 
tent time; ani that by the ſame mu ual advice and conlent.it may be de- 
clared; That the Letter and Act of the Commilsion -ught not to be any 
prejudice to tkele who remain unſatisfied with the Publick Reſolutions 
why they may not be choſen Comiſsioners to the General Aſembly 
And that ſuc Presbyteries as ſhall think fit, may make their Elections 
of new again, elpecially theſe Presbyteries whoſe Elections or Commil- 
ſionets are queſtionable, to whom we deſire it carnettly tobe recom- 


- mended, that they wohld in an unanimous way make = men of 


N 5 7 | 2 | n N N 
| | C2z3') N 
approven abiſities and integrity, and againſt whom there ean be nd n-: ⸗ 
ce>tio7 by the Adi and Conſtitations of this Church, And in idle 


Iiſt place, we do humbly repreſent and deſire, that in the interval ot 


ti ne betwirt this and the Dyet, ta which the Aſſembly ſhall be ad our: 


ned, there may be 2 lole nn publick Humiliarion thronghout the Lind J 
wherin G34 may be intreated to ſhew ns wky He contends with us, 


and co give light and clearing on all hands concerning the preſent difey” ĩ 
ferences of Juigement, and diſtempers of Spirit that are amongſt vs, + I} 
that we may be of one mind and, one heart; for carrying on of the + I} 
VVark of G)) anongt& His People; And your; VVidons Au-. 
wer. 8 | | -4 
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Subſcribed by ſuttdry Minifters of t be Cofet 


76, 244) | 


— * 3 Nn 241 by pli_e 2 — — 0 2 — 

St. Ardtemes, Jug 1 0h 
Jos gracious the Lord hath been to the Church of Scetland, in 
hy | giving to her pure Ordinances, we truft ſhall be acknowledged 
* dy us whileft we live, with rhantulne[s to the Moſt Higb. of 


Aa whom we deſire wercy and grace to adhere unto the Doctrine, Worſhip, 
_ Diſcipline and Government eſtabliſhed in this Lard : Amongſt the ma- 

ny ſad tokens/of the Lords Indignaflon againſt ti i: Church, The pre- 

ſent Differences of His Servants of the Miniſtry is looked upon us as one 

ol che greateſt: And as we hold it a duty to be deeply humbled betore 

* the Lord in the ſence thereof, and by all lawful and fair means within 
13 the compaſs of our power and ſtation to endeavorr the remedy thereot; 
peo we do acknowledge 2 free G:neral Aſſembly, lawfully called, and 
rightly conſtituted, aud proceeding with meek neſs and love in the Spir- 

. it of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. according to the Rule of the Word, and 
Z the Acts and Conſtitutions of this Church, to beamengft the firft and 
mwmoſt effectual meansappointed of God, for at:aining this end, and for 
- preſerving the pority, and advancing the power of the Work of Refor- 
ma ion in this Age, and tranſmitting the ſame to our potterity, and to 
"TheApes and Cenerations that are to come. But as the faithful Servants 
ot God in this Church in former times, did by His good Hand upon 
them in the right adminiftration of free and law ful A ſſemblies, bring the 
Work of Reformation in Scotland unto a great perfection, and near con- 
Forgiicy, with the firft patern: So, unfaithful men minding their own 
1 rings mote then the things of Thrift, and uſurping over their Brethren 
And over the Lords Ineritance, did deface the Beauty thereof, firſt by en- 
croaching upon the liberty and freedom of Aﬀembliesz afterwards by 
taking away the Aſſemblie themſel ves, Therefore remembrirg the many 
1 bonds & obligations that ly upon us before the Lord, c being deſirous to be 
13 found Faithful in this day of temptation, & to exoner our ſciences as 
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in his ſight, and to tvoid accefion to that guileinels* 
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have mvolvedichemſelves, and concei ing chat this preſent Mie ing 1s 
nota tree lawful Genera] Aſſembly of the Church ot Scotland, in regard > 
thr the Election of Commulsioners to the ſame hath been pre- limited; 
and prejudiced in the due liberty and treedom thereof, by a Letter and 
Act of the Commilsioners of the laſt General Aſſembly ſent to the Pres-. 
byteries appoiuting ſuch Brethren as after conference remain unſatisſe ! 
wi h, and continue to op oſe the Publick Reſolutions, to be cited to the 
General A ſſembly ; And in regard that Commiſsioners from many Bur- I; 
rows and Presbyteries are abſent, as wanting tree acceſs, dy Treaſon of, 
the motion of the 3 and in regard that many of the Commiſgion-: 
ers of the former Aſſembly, who have carried on a courſe of dete&tion, 7 
contrary to the truit committed to them, and who in their Remonſtran- 
ces and Papers have ftirred up the Civil Magiftrate againft ſuch W660 
are Unlatistied in thetr conſciences with their proceedings, and whe have 
by their Letter and Act prelimited the Aſſembly, are admitted to ſit ane 
vote as Members of the Aſſembly, and their Moderator appointed to be 
Moderator of the Aſſembly, notwitliſtanding that timeousexception-was- 
made againſt them, that they eught not to be admitted as Members of 
the Aſſembly, until their proceedings were firſt tried and approven by 
the Aſſembly 3 And in regard that Mis Majeftie by his Letter, and ie 
Majeſties Cotumitsioner, by his Speech to the Aſſembly hath incited ts 
hard courſes again thoſe who ate unſatisfied 18 their conſciences wien 
tue proceedings of the Comiſsion. Before theſe proceedings be tried ane 
epproven by the Aſſembly it ſelt. We do upon thele and many impor. 
t iat grounds and reaſons to be propounded and given in, in time and 
place convenient, proteſt in the Name of the Church ot Scotland, an 
in our on Nime and in the Name of all Miniſters, Raling-AIders an 
Profeſſors of this Church, Who do, or ſhall adhere to us again the va- 
lidity and Conſtitution ot this Aſſembly, as not being free and law - 
ful, and that they may not arroget nor aſſume to themſelves. 


; - 
= \ : 

1 

1 


29 


= 
« o 
. == 
% 


ROI 


«wn, „ 


” 
N 
0 þ 
# . 2 82 4 1 
da.” of _ 
8 . _ "wy 
i» «XX G 4 
. LIT] 


any authority, nor exerciſe any power or Juriſdiction for deter- 
mining of Controverſies, making of Adts, emitring of Declarations, ll 
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wma ol Moteftztions'or Appeals, or proceedings of Synods or in- 
„ terfior Judioitertes or cenfuring ot Perſons or Papers, or iſfuiug ol Com» 
. nuiians ot whatloever ſott, to any Perſons whatſoe ver; and particu- 
Ex larly we proteſt, that hey may nor proceed unto the approving or ra- 
&  tityingot we proceedings of tte former Commiſſion: not only becauſe 
df their want of juft power and authority ſo to do, but allo becauſe 
BA the proceedings contain many things Contrary to the truſt committed 
29 _thele Comanilioners, elpectally the allowing and carrying on of a 
cob junction with t e Malignant parry, aud bringing them iti to places 
of Power and Truſt in the Army, and in the judicatures, contrary to 
the W 01d ot G d, the Solemn Leag e and Covenant, the Solemn Con- 
teſſion ot Sins a1,d Engag nent to Duties, (the conſtont tenour of the 
Declarations, Warnings Remorftrances, Cauſes of Humitiations, Let- 
ters, Supplications and Ads, and Conſtitutions et this Church, and 
the laying of a Foundatien for the Civil Vagittrate to meddle with M- 
n\ſers in thoſe things . hich concern their Dcctrine and the exerciſe of 
Minifteria! Duties before tt ey be cited, tried and cenſured by tre Judi- 
cat r es ot the Church. And we proteſt that whatſoever Determinatio: 3 
Acts, Ratifications, Declarations, Sentences, Cenſutes or Commilsiens 
that ſh Il te made, or given out by them, may be void and null, and may 
not be interpreted us. binding to the Church of Scotland, & that notwith- 
ſtanding thereof it may de free us, and ſi ch as adhere to us, to exerciſe 
our Mwiſterie. and enjoy the warrantable Chriſtan liberty of our Con- 
ſciences according tothe Word of God, rhe National Covenant, and 
Selemn League and Covenant, and Solemn Engagement to Duties, and 
all the Acts and Conftitutions of this Churehꝭ and tha! there may be 
libetcy to chuſe Commiſsioners, and toconveen in a free lawful General ö 
Kaen, when thcre fhall be need, and the Lord ſhall give opportuni- 
to, and to add what further reafons ſhall have weight for ſhewing the | 
_ pullity of this Aſſembly, and the unwarrantableneſi of the proceedings ; 
ofthe Commiſion of the former Aſſembly, And that theſe preſents may 
be put upon Record by the Clerk in the Regiſters of the Aſſembly, to be 
extant ad firtxrrum rei memoriam, and that we may Have ſabſcribec Ex- 
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A This following Paper 4s incloſed ia A Letter frow the Lord Watiſton,to 
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the Meeting «t St. Andrews; whith Lettry, although ii could not be got 
ten printed, yet we have publiſhed the incloſed; beth becauſe u temdeth b 
very much to clear, That the way of proteiting ag.inſt everie encrocch- » 
ment upon tbe liberties of this Church, is no new thing.but hath been the . 
cenſtant practice of our faith ful P. edceſſors, from the beginning of the 
Work of Reformation , And alſo, becauſe it dot contain a particular 
Teftim.ony againſt the Ratification of the Paper, given by the Commis 
en of the Kirk;to the Parliament, anent the conjinement of the Mini- 
ſters of Stirling, aud of all ether Papers prejudicial to the Covenant and | 
Canſe of Jeſus Chriſt. | * 


Tie Paper iseloſed within the Leiter containing a Nurra tian of ſume for 
mir Proteſtations ;, with my preſent Proteff.atzon ſubjoned thereio, 


Nent the Proteſtation it may beremembred, that tbe Do&rine aud 
A Diſcipliae of the Kirk ef Scotland, {worn to by the Covenants, 

15 clear anent this Right and Priviledge, acknowledged even by 
King and Parliament, that none of her Paſtots can bejudged or troubled 
by King,Councel or Parliament for their preaching and Minifterial Dg- 
ties, unleſs the A flemblies of the Kirk, the only competent judges thereof 
had firſt cited, tried and cenſured them therefore and had pon their 


diſobedience craved the concurrence of the Civil Magiſtrate 3 for -clear- 
ingwhereot,rememver.that this baving beenmightilydebated berwixt the 
Kirk and the State, it was not only thereupon maintained and declared +. 
by the General Aſſembly in 1581. 1immediatly aiter ratifying the Book of 
Diſcipline, and ſwearing the National Covenant : but alſo is acknowledg- 


ed by the King and che Council, in the Cale at Mt. alter Belpanguet 
222 1 
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5 d ozen ehallenged for a Sermon as ſeditious 3 thereafter in the 
fcAlembly 1382 Tohs Durie, being challenged by King and Council for 
his Sermon, as ſeditious ; and heing ad yifed by his Friends to retire ; & 

*"Teeking-the Aſſemblies advice,, ſeeing his'Daftrine accuſed to the Coun 
ll, was juſtifieck gy his Presbyterie and Sesfion, ne was directed to the 
Aen. tabidratherthe charge of Horning ard Caption, and give 
bd ceftimonyagrinft their Procedor, then privarly to retire. And the 
whole Afzmbhes gives in thtir Grievances to the King, and to the E- 
ctates, complaining,” that this their Procedor, is one erection of a Pope 

dome in the Kings Perſon, and a wronging of ſeſus Chrift the only King 
of the Church ( wherein the ſpirits of the Prophets are ſub ject to the 
Prophets) and a contonnding of tie Spirituat and Temporal Juriſdiction 
which Ged hath divided. Thereafter when the-firſt Act of the Eighth 
Parliament 158 giving power to the Kings Council to enguire and 
examine anent theſe things, was proclaimed ; it was proteſted againſt 
by the Minifers of Edinburgb, in the Name of the Kirk of Scotiand:who 
i that hour of darkneſs was put to Bt iſhment; and thereafter Mr. 
Dasid Blake, and Mr Andrew Me/vil, Feiug cited tor their Doctrine 
before the King and Council, declined from both, and entered a Pro- 
teſtation, and in the Genera! Aſſembly, June 1587, the King and ths E- 
"Rates in the Caſe of M, Jobs Conper, and Mr, James Gibſon Mipiſters, ac. 
knswledged che Aſſembly to be the only competent Judges, and deſires 
them ts try, and judge. And fuch like thereafter in the caſe of John R. 
in tho Aſſemdly 1594 end the King and Parliament, 1 592 in end of che 
firſt Act, which is anent Aſſemblies Repealed the fe reſaid Acts 1584. 1 
I far af they were prejudictil to the Priviledger, which God hath given 
* #8 bis Spt-itual Offc6 bear ers in Hi Cha ch + The Aſemblies 91 and 94. 
95 96. gives moſs free admonition, to the Kirk and Eſtate to abitain 
Fier fach Frocedors, leaft they cammit high Freuſon againſt Jeſws Chrift 
1 the guly Monarch of His Church, for whom they be hoved to frght by the Spi 
1 ritual Amur; granted to thewof God, and potent in Hi for ve / throw 
n all firong holds and bulworks; ſet wy ageinft. Hir Kingdom, among f 
mise nix ſe have the freedom of the Spirit f God in the 
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rebuke of fin, reſtraiped iu the mouth ot His Servants,and to eætingulſm 
the light which would ſhew the unlawfulneſs of their proceeding, and“ 


fp (under the name of vice, of ſtirting op ſedition and tumnlc ) the 
liberty of pe ching. When Mr. Jabs Craig and Mr.-Aud: ew” Melwil 


v unlooſed their Buttons, and lail their Breafis open and bare, ſaying 


Tiey durſt receive, it he durſt ſtrike; and then publickly fore told the 
Jadge nent which God brought to paſs upon him ſhortly thereatter : 
AndiMr, N:choal Dagliſp ſpoke no leſs reſolutely when the Scaffold was © 


erected for him: and fo did Mr. }e/Þ and his collegs 1606. both when 


they declined, and proteſted agataft the Council, and when they were 


pannelled and condemned at Linl;thgow. I not inſiſt on the large De- 


claration,: and the Reaſons thereof, emitted in this very point againt 


th: States proceedings by the Card Commiſſion of the Aſſembly 1595. 


- a2p5inted to purpale, Ne quid detrimenti Eccleſſa capiat: Nor yet to in- 


li on the Fourth of the Parliament 1640, anent the Aſſemblies deter- 


mining all Eccleftaſtick matters: Nor the. ſixth Act Reſci{orie, Which | 
- eſtabliſhed that of the 92, &. Ant in the end reſciods all Confinements 


Baniſhments, Deprivations made in the time of detection; Which Two 


Ads were ratified in the large Treaty; Nenher need I ta remember (hb 


end ot tbe Kings O»th, preſcribed in 1567, and (worn by His Majesty 


lately at His Coronation 3 Nor the beginning at che Parliaments Oath- 

Nor one of the main Articles of the late Treaty with this Xing, anent 
the Determination of matters Eccleſiaſtical: Neither need I tranſcribe 
the thtee laſt leaves of the Commi ſfion of the Kirks Vindicationot.thety. 

proceedings from rhe Parfiaments Letter May 1 1. 1648. Which ſpeaks 

tully to chis point : Neither need 1 tranſcribe the ſixth Page of che Com 
mittees of Eftates Obſervations upou the Aﬀembly D 1648. 
V herein they cla m power to challenge Mini ſters for ſeditious Doctrine⸗ 
Whereunts the Commiſſion of the Kirk, in their Reply page Four- - 
teeneth, ſay, That the judgewent ot Minifters Doctrine belong : 
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were threatned for their Declinator and free ſpeech againſt the Acts 89% 
by Chancelor Ar7 ane ar the Ctuncil Table with ſtobbing; they inſtant 


wy 


eh 


8:8 


n =—_ ny "2 | _ 3 | 
4 - * 2 9 
* 28 
p = _— P * Y 
9 oe = 
* 
-. * 


_ 
vi ; | TI 2 ( gO 9 5 3 . 
& eth is the Judicatories of the Kirk, both by Divire-Right,-and dy the | 
Law ot the Land; and we hope your Lordfhips do not intend under 
colour of quarelling tedi ion, a new way of judging & trying Minilters 
Doctrine. n*t to allume :o themſel ves the exerciſing of the lame Power 
over a l Perſons of wha: ſoever ſtate, degree, Function or eondition they 
de of, in all matters Whereing they ſhall be charged to anſwer a power 
once granted o the Council in 129. att Parl. 8. Jes: 6. anno. 1584 
but was afterwards abrogated in the 114 A& Parl. 1: James 6 anno 1292. 
as likewiſe in the Act Re/ciſory; I need inſiſt either on the Kirks Proteita- 
tion, or the Diflente!s 1: oteſtarion againſt the States medling in theſe 
thin s witk out concurrerce, inſert and approven in the repealing Act 
1649. nor on what was ſaid, written and preached againſt the 23 Act 
Parl. 48 ordaining Miniſters to exhort the people to obedience tothe Laws 
ol the Kingdom, and aſſuring tt em of their Stipends now: nor on the 
dangeroulſneſs ot this preſent preparative and practice, which from the 
| ftraic may be as territying as the other was alluring, and may at one tine 
or other meet with any who indirectly procured this: neither need If; 
= inſiſt, that this argument of the Doctrine ard Diſcipline of tte Kirk ct 
| Scotland, as acknowledged by the King and Parliament, and - {worn to 
in the ſecond Article of the Covenant, is the bar and bond that hinders 
General Crommel from ſtopping the honeſt free Preachers in Ediningh, Ili 
nd the places by ſouth Forth, where he thinks he hath as much Civil; 
nd and may readily change his practice, as ſoon as he ſees the 
State here to change theirs: Neither need | remember what good ground 
there is to fear the ſprouring and ſpreading of Erefiani/zrin our Sti teſ- 
men, ſeeing this is a main branch thereot, it will be a ſtrange thing tc 
me if the Commiſsion of the Kirk, for the Kirks intereſt, teſtiſy not a- 
--painft this Procedor, and dangereus preparative, and the rather that it ee 
; ſeems to be founded upon what hath proceeded betwixt the Commis ſion vb, 
and che Miniſters of Stirliue, whereof the State could nor take notice, un- 
fes chere had been a Proceſs; and a Sentence from the Kirk ( which; 
the Commiſtion it ſelt denies, and theretore complains ot the Appeal per 
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he | 4s from a meer diſire, and which ſentence they could not have given at St. 
er Andrews, it berg weither their Quarterly Meeting, nor-afier Proceſs, *_ 
IS} 2.» 4 Trial of their Do ine, and leaſt of all becauſe it agrees not © 
| their Commiſſion to cenſure theſe who preached according to the Als of aff» 
©Y | oxr General Aſſemblies, from 1560 till 1650 in above 200 ſeveral platt 
er Land paſſages, and which if they did not preach.they might be cenjured ant. 
54 | deprived according is the AZs of the Aſſembly 1648.) and had deſired. 
„2. | the States concurrence againſt them for their diſobegience, otherwiſe © this 
a- | Procedor js detacto like King James hi pracłice and threatning to Mr. 
eſe Navid Caſderwood at St. Andrews1617. That if be would not acknow--. 
ict ledge bispowe. of ſpirituely ſuſpending him he would ſuſpend him co: po- 
t ly; and if he would not obtain from preaching and writing ageinſt the 
SF A ticles, he would baniſh kim, as le did; and thereafte? in 1606- and 
be 1608 he called ſor Mr. William Scot, and ſundry ot her worthy men; of. 
be che Miniſtry amo London, and detained thew there until he cauſed bald 
© ve corrupt Aſſ-»bly at Linlithgow 3 and this bath been ofien called fnce 
in the publict Declarations and Warnings of the Church of Scotland; & 
ot ¶yerſecution of the Minifiry and of the Goſpel, which would, and did grow 
to ſto x great height, and bothin Law and Reaſon, and in the words of our © 
erst Covenants, aud ſolemn Actnowledgement, quid non lice: directe non 
6%, Ilicet indirecte, and as I might lawfully proteſt againſt the: States dired do 
Vilfing of it, ſo ognin't their iadi eck doing of it. Aud now for thepeint res 
the te Nation, Cui libet licet prete ſtari ſunp icare mendicerr, as the commay pra- 
verbgoes : But it is maſt remarkable that the Lord by theſe leg al means. of 
Prote:tations hath preſerved in all times of Defetion and hours of dathe , 
eſs (A betwixt 1571, and 1575, betwixt 1532. and 1587 betwixt 199 . 

a- and 1638.) theChurch of &otlar d fem 4 total and univerſal back ſyding + 74 
it ſayd breech of Covenant, and ſs from His Hrath and Judgment againſt ii, Mi 
ion eh, le, but keeps ever « remnant in Covenant with Him, and Him fait ty 1 
un- N and thereby they keeped God in the Land; the Lord in all times of. . 
1chÞbeir reviving & recovery of light & life mrede their ſuereſſori a it nete, u } | 
deal Ber Heirs by theſe Proteit ations to the Laterits of the Chureh of Scotland, | | 
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in God and His Intereſt in Her, and fo hath He made us in our two 


+ 
| z&% Covenants and ſolemn Acknowledgement per ipſa verba, to be, as it were 


6 hirſueceſſors miy be to theſe that are now. neceſſary? It is worth re- 
membring at this ti ne that in the General Aſſembly 1586. when they 
ere dra wen on by the Kings Co rt to abſolve Mr. Patrick Adamſon, 

= that Mr Adem Melvil and Mr. And em Hunter, in the name of the 

Whole Synod, of Fife, entred their Proceſtation againſt it, as befote the 
" Almighty God, His holy Angels and Saints, that ſeing be had given no 

real fignsand evidences of true Repentance, they had no aſſurance in 
=. : Gods Word, or in the ſincere cuſtom of this Kirk, and in conicience to 

f allow this his Abſolvitor, and therefore untill the time they perceived his 
cCoonverſion to be true and effectual, they cannot but hold him a man 

4 Jjatftly delivered up to Satan; which is too like to the preſent receiving or 

the Milignaxt parry, then in the Aſſembly 1597 when the King carries 

[4 - in it the Commifftioners of the Kirk with caveats to have. vote in Parlia- 

Ds | rent; but Mr. Jobs Davidſon entered his Proteſtation, ſo did ſome Mi- 

niſters at Perth, in the Null- Aſſembly 1612, fo did they in the Name 
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| 149% 806. 1613. 1617. 1621. and 1633. againſt all theſe Procedcrs to 
the prejudice of the Kirk of Scotland, and ſo the preſerved and tranſmit- 
ted by Proteftations (which was fitſt given in by our Reformers to tlie 
Parl. 1560.) unto this Generation 1638 and 1640, Jura Ecclefie Scotie 
canæ entatta injure quamvic, frequentar violate de fads, uhich I pray God 
we may preſerve and tranſmit with as great fidelicy and boldneſs to our 
ſerity, I will only add te this potat the remembrance,that in Vvemb. 
1646 Mr, Rob. Douglas, and Mt. Rob, Blair upon their hearing of ſome 
expreffions in report of Parliament anent their peace made with the Re- 
bels i porting as it theſe Miniſters had not oppoſed the ſame, but by fi- 
lence conſented thereto, which they diſclaimed in Face of Patlia ment, 
and entered their proteftation, That all the Judicatories of the Kirk 
were free of it, and that the Acts of Parliament approving it · ſnould be 
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+ ſerved and retoured to all che. former Proteſtations; And.who knows. 


of the Kirk of Scotland, give in a Proteſtation co che Parliament 1584. 
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4 without any pre jod ice of the liberty of the Kirk, and of any fer 1 
2jeſus Cheiit to exoner their conſcinces according to His V\ ord, a, \= 


= 
* 
1 


"1 


* 


re Principles and Declarations of this Kirk againit it, notwithſtang- he; I 1 
vs, the Act ot Parliament, which Proteſtations was appreven dy then: CSR 

e- mitlion ot the Kirk, and inſerted in th.ir Records; and good rede E 4 
there for ſuch Pro eſtations, eſpecially in Scotland, becaule not 8 . -_ 
n, Gods Word. bat allo by our National Covenant, ſolemn Le: agve an N 4 
he Covenant, and iolema Ack nowledgement, all intereſt ot King or Paris — 
he ment or Kingdom are ſuberdinate to the Intereſt of Chrift & all du jes 

0 to men lusordinate to our duty unto God, I hoc frderato reg uno fede / 1 
in ati Dei, according to the 2 Kings 11,17. and 2 Coren 23 16, in bor ' FRY 
0 which che ſubſtance ot that Covenant and our Covenant is, that 


11S ſhould be Gods People, and all other relations ſubſervient in that: fit er 
an |} -go g/oria Cbriſti, & ſalwe Ecclefie ſup! ema Lex voſtra , and whenloever' * 
we lee it in any hazard or conteſt, and any thing in competition winx 
es 1 it, let us, according to our calling, at leaſt proteſt, that our Lord ang 
our Mother may get right, which will legally-preſeve icto another 
Judgment and it they get wrong thereby they will have witnels of it, 
me | which is the lea which we ſhould do tor Him( though we ſuſſer tor it) 
54+ | who hath done and ſnſſered ſo much for us, and who puts a great favour 
and honour upon any whom Hecalisto be witneſſes to and for Him; | 
ut- | and where one hath a neceſlity to proteſt for his particular right, or 7 
tlie ace in Parliament, we ſee they do it ordinarly, and in all Acts of Par. * 19 
| | harp the laſt is, ſalvo jure cujnflibet; and why not far rather, ſalvs 
50d jure Chriſti ec Eccleſie> Which Prateſtation by communicating of this Pa- 
out. per I do enter againſt the Ratification of the Paper giurn in by the Come. 
mijſion to the Parliament, anent the confinement of the Minifers of Stire ls 2 
line for their preaching, or of any other paper of theirs prejudicial to tha © 4 
Covenant and Canſe of Jeſus Chrift, a. 
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| left, none can vote in a General Aſſemſ- 
bly where the remedy is to be expected, but (ach as Concur with tkem 
in Judgment ; others, who Differ and Oppoſe, are to be Cited and 
Cenfured. | | 
Object. A'beit the Commisſion dis ſend ſach a Letter and Act as is 
ſpoken of, yet it doch not from thence follow that thereby Election of 
Commisfioners in Presbyteries to the Aſſembly is prelimitad or pre judged 
in the due liberty and freedom thereof. 1. Becauſe it was free to Presby 
teries, notwithſtandisg thereof; to chuſe whom they pleaſed; 2; A Cit 
ation to the Ger. ral Aſſemblie doth not bar a man from being chelen 
Commisfloner thereto, nor exclude him when he is choſen from voting 
herein, g. Becauſe that Letter and Act had little or no influence upon 
resbyteries in the choice of their Commisfioners, but notwithſtandin 
hereof ſeveral Presbyteries did chuſe men who were unſatisſed with the 
ablick Reſolutiors 4. None who were anſatisſtied with the publick 
Reſolutions; and were Commisſioners, were upon that accompt, of 
heir not being ſatisfied 5 or being - Cited, denied a Voice in the 
ſembly: Anſwer. As to the Firſt, it is true. That Nesbytertes 
rere phyſically free. nerwithſtanding of that Letter and Act to 
huſe whom they pleaſed; That is, the Letter and: Ad put to enters 
1a} coaction and conftraint upon them by any coetſtwe power upon the 
reward man; But hey were not morally tree, that is they were not 
from a moral over-awing. power; heving influence upon cheit 
to wit, the authority of the Commiſsion, commanding them upon 
k matter to chuſe none ſuch, and upon the meter threatning _ 2 
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they T:enld do other w iſe. They wits to far bound as the Comm iu 
gouſo nd them: and who knows not what influence the Direction“ 
u Com bands thereof: bave upon Presbyteries to determine them, in 
ben aciings. As o che econd, Fhoughevery Citatjon, or Citations of | 
[ali kinds, do not exclude à mh rom being Choſen « Commiſſioner, or 
- ficring a Member ot the me yet WetH¹Rk that it will Bot be. dea 
F nicd, that 2 Citation in matter Hanel, either in Doctrine or man- 
ness, will. and ought to exclude him ombejng choſen Commiſſioner || 
to, ot ſigeing in⸗ General A HemHH᷑ FREAMOmbly, finck the fir Reformes 
tion, and that upon good ground bank A841 Le PT all 
ber Members ſnould be tree of can, Fu bs Kiepert; 209. thar 
this is a ſcandal more than ordihary ur jc gmeht | 7 
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then was there for moſt part, ticher two clectibni or elſe dillents frank, 


being cited: albeic that were true, yet it doth not make void WA A id 


lo fe a number not being like to prove ſo great a diſadvantoge totheir ® 


taken from their diſſa:istaction with the publick Reſolutions, could naar 


chis is ſo much the ſtronger, if we ſhall conſider that it was retuled ta 7 
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and Proteſtation again tie Election of ſuch as were unſati-het wat! 
toe Publick Reſolurtons; or eJie doth, as in the Ele ions of Glaſgow and 
Stirline; ot all which noTea:bns$ can be given, except the Letter and © 
Act ot the Commiſſion. 2 The Presbytery ot Daniel having cheſs 
their Commiſſionets to the General Affembly, and one ot their numbet 8 
who was 2 Member of the Commiſſion having diſſented trom, and prov 
reſted againit the Election: becauſe ſuch as were cholen were unſarish- = 
ed with the Commiſſions proceedings: the Sy nod of Perth meeting 8 1 
hitle thereatter, and receiving the Letter and Act of the Commiſion 
did thereugou ſaſtaim the Diſſent and Proteſtation at that man of their 

number, and afpernted the Presbyterie of Dyntel co ckuſe their Com- 

miſſioners anew again. AS to the Fourth, That none were denied -4 

voice in the Aſſembly upon the Accompt of their net being ſzrisfied, or + 


for pre limiting the Elections by the Letter and Act of the Commiſſion, © 448 
becauſe the Elections werepimo inſtanti, prejudged in Presbyteries by. 
Barring thoſe from being choſen who otherwile were in_a_ capacity -& Ml 
hkelyhood co have been choſen; Policy taught the Aﬀembly not to de 


ny ſuch of them as were choſen, à vote upon that accompt, the votes of 


in che Presbyſery ot Glaſgow, ho were unſatisfied with the Publick 
Reſolutions, was laid aſide upon this cenſideration, . only, Becauſe te 
Reaſons of Mr, Robert Rewſay his Proteſtation againft the Hilecrion, 39 


( as was alleadged ;) be diſcuſſed till th.ſe Reſoſutions were either 
condemned or approven, whick waz in effect to exclnde them from 
voting, becauſe of their not approving the Publick Reſolutions : And 1 


* 


"—— 


J 


tied and approven. 2. lt is to be conkdered, that the Aſſembly did 
fut ain and approve the Let er and Act of the Commisſion for citing. 
fuch as wrre unlatis'ed, which was a real excleding of all theſewho 
were cited upon Diflatisfaction, at leaſt tom being made Judges in that 
particular 3 I 3% 7 | 

2. Real. Tn ca unot be. or is not accompted a free liwful Genes al 
fifſembly,in which relevant Exceptions being iimeonſly prepeunded againſt 
any of the Members thereof and offered tel ewerified* and. iniirudid, 
were Tefuſed ts be takin in conſidet ation ; but notwirhit axding of the lim- 
015 propening of theſe Exceptions, and offering to in ſruſt the ſame, theſe 


Members were aFHpowed to fit and vo e before theft e Exceptions were talen 
in con bderation and diſcuſſed: But the Meeting of St. Andrews was uch 


becauſe it being jropounded and urg:dby ſundry in that Meeting. that ſuch 
of the Commi(ſion as had band in the publick Reſolutions fbou'd net be per- 


avitted to fit and vote in the Aſſembly, they being under £ (candal and guil < + 4 


ty of the promoting u courſe Defedb ion which was offered to be inflintcd 
until ſuch time as they ſhould be tried: Tet it was refuſed to take any ſuck 
Exception in confideratien, or to remove them till this ſlould be tried and 
diſcuſſed. Pierefbre. &c, For further cleat ing and confirming of this Are 
gumeut, it is need ful ts ſpeak to theſe two things, 1, Toſhew, that it was 
Sncumbert in duty to the Aſſembly to have removed from the Meeting all per 


ſons inder ſcandal ¶ the ſame bez ug made known unto them ) until they” 


were purged thereof. 2, To flew that the perſons oijeted againſt were un- 
der ſuch ſcandals ac is alledged for the firſt y albeit Cane conceive ) no 
great tontroverſſe will be made about it. yet we offer theſe things fov proof of 


f: 1. That the light of nature, aud the Word of God:fpeaks for it. 2 That 


= ſore clauſes both o four National Couenant. aud ſolemm League and Co- 
werent, and Fight Defires of the Commiſſion in the year 164B,and of the 
ſelemn Engagment in the ſame year, and all the Church Remoniirances 


for purging of Ar mies nad Judicatories, even the late Papers given in 6 
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ly aſile the Commisfons of theſe who had carried on thefe Refolutions 
un che Commigfion of the Aſſembly, until their proceedings ſhould be 
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be ſameContmiſſiout? # te the Petliament at S:irline ako#t the AT of Cu, Wl 
4 fer. For excluding r ſcandelius Pe fons from being Meme #7 our Jadts / 
* Catoties. 3. There & a Nule and Order fer downin the Third General” 
Aſſembly of this Kirk in Faly 1562. That at the entry of every Aſſembly 
- thefirſt Work i tobe anent-t' ying and purgivs of ihe Men ers 11 creof | 
where wer are appointed to be charged in Gods beha'f, to Declare their 
conſcicuces touching tbeir Dorin, Life aud Excculion of their Office, if 
therein thej be ſcand lows © lite as it 7s appointed that any io whoſe charge 
any thing is laid, ought to be rewoved out of the Afſerab y until bis cauſe 
I be tried and if bee eonv1#cd, he can have mo Voice until the Kink e. 
elde ſatiſeclion, and inthe common order of proceeding ſet down in ſub+ 
- | Sequert Aſſemblies, ſet dom n 1 the Aſſembly in March 1568. It 3s appoint + 
| ed, that before any meddle gijh any buſineſs they ſhall fall unto the trgal at ©: 
I their Members. The ſame it tobe found inthe Aſſembly 1578 Augult 6, 
It Edinturgh. and in the 4 {ſembly 1580. ana in the Aſſembly 1581, 
F which two left Afſemblys. as the one of them condemned the Office of Epiſe. 
* copacy and prt ont the Biſbept: and the other eſtabliſhed Prestyieries aud: 
-the Book of Policie, and he ſho t Coufeſbon of Faith, er our National: 
4 Unverant : ſo were they ſo exact and diligent in this trying, purging mort 
of their Members. that at their very entry then require all men as tien re- 
| der the Glory of God and the well of i his Kirk, and as they. ſhall be a. 
| ſwerable eo Gad vpor their conſcience that they delat and give in theNames 
" | and Faults of anyof their number, to the removing of the ſlander which 
} | ariſes to the whole irt by their admit ing of ſuch Members; whicheuilous 
9 
f 
[4 
— 


and prattice vat exactly tept for above twenty Afemllies, aud twenty years; 
togecher. 4. AY the Aſſemblies of this Kirk, tnce the late Reformation im 
the Tear 1638, have upou the objetion of ſcandal acainijt any of the. Meme 
bers in the time of Conſtitution of their Meeting, removed theſe Members | 
until the Exception were tried and diſcuſſed; nay, this ſams meeting et §. 
e | Andrews pen lite exception and objetton,thet theſcandal of the Laird of 
5 | Blaketer and /oxve others, their acc-ſsion ts the unlawful Engagment was 
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mat yet ſufficiently. purged, by notifying their repentance to the Aſſem- 
Dly, and approving the ame where they were removed from ſitting as 
Members: And we wou'd have any man in. the world to bring a reaſon 
why ſome Members, upon Exceptions propaunded, fhould have been 
removed, till theſe wete tried and diſcuſſed; and yet other Members 
admitted againſt them ag relevant; nay, more televant Exceptions were 
propounded be tore the ttying and diſcuſsing of them. Four the Second 
That the perſons objecied againſt, were under ſcandal ot cattxing on x: 
courſe of Detction: It 1s manifeſt not only from hear {ay and common. 
report, the firſt w ereat id the 13 of Deuteronom and 12. C etſe, is made · 
2 ground tor er quiring & wakirg ſearch,and asking diligesty atiertheſes 
ho ſeduce to tal e Wotſhip: & the other grund ot proceeding againſt: 
the incetigors perion. 2. Cor: 5 1. 2 T%, 3, 11, But alſo from thee: 
Four particulars. 1. Tie offence ind (tumbling, and ſad complaint of \ 
che plurality of te go ily in he Land againkt their proceedings, 2. The 
Teſtimony and Letier of many Presbyteries t caring their ſtumbling and. 


dJiſſatisfaction wi h tuch courſes 3: The clear ſtanding Acu, Remon- , 
ferances; and Declarations ot farmer General Aſſemblies, unto the shich 
theſe proceechngs were diametraly oppoſit. 4 The Teſtimogy ot ſundry 


Brethren of the Aſſembly offrriug: to inftruct what was alleadped. . 
11-O5jeFor; The Commislioners of former Aſsemylies have alwayes ſuch 
of tkem as was chofen by Presbyteries being admitted to be Membets, 
before the tryal, and apptobatioa of taeir proceedings. A»/.lt is true, that 
the Commilsioners have been allowed to fit until their proceedings were 
come to be tryed & judged, but is as true that ſuch Exceptioa &Q-jection 


being proponed, was never te jectedʒ There was ſince the lateReformation, 
ns cauſe to propound any ſoch thing The Commisſioners till this gear 


having alwayes cirried-themſelves Faithfully, but upon ſuppoſal they 
bal done ot erwiſe, it cannot in reaſon be dented, bur chat there was rea · 
Ro proment th anke“ in conſſ ſeratian: [1 oriter. to teig 
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mis ſ on of the General Aﬀecabi wit? had led the Churchin into „ Jeedien 3A 
in the interval det wirt Aſembites by taking upon them to give m Pe 
tition to the Pacliament for Vote in Parliament co che Members that 
ſhould be provided to Pre lacies and repreſenting the true Kirk of GOD, 
and being the Third Eſtate of the Realm; the next Aſſe ably which © 
ſate in * 1601 did make an Act appointing the Commiſſioners © © 
' ot che preceding Aſſembly to give an Accompr of their whole proceed 
rngs in the beginning of the next, before any other cauſe or matter be” 
handled, and their proceedings be ⸗Howed. or diſallowed as the A. 
ſemely ſhall think expediegtzwhich Act was renewed in the year 1648 
and Sek neceſſarily inter, That they are not to be admirted ro fit as 

: Membetsot the Aſſe ably, thcwgh there be no ſcandal nor exception pro- 

e 


© wy „ 


© 99 e 


I pounded abereupon, till their carriage de fitſt tried and approven much 
fi, | leis they are to be ada itted where t nere: is ſcandal and excep: ion pra- | 
ponnded chereupon. | 
Ojed. It was ſuſfciont to remove them, whery the Report af their pro- 
cecdings eme in to be judged, or not to admit themas judges of the 
things w-1erein they were to be tried ; and as this was done in former 
ſemblies, ſo it was ſo done in this Anfw That was not juticient, be. 
cauſe it being objæcted and offered to be inſtructed, that they were un! 
der ſcandal, and that of a very high nature, they ought not to have fige,* 
ten as Members until they had fir ft been purged thereof, unleſs we Ha 
ic ay that any ſcandalous mam may. judge in any thing, txæcept in the ak- 
e. | ter of bis own ſcandal. 2. There was « maniteſt prejudice to tue judg-" 
ing of their own proceedings by their fitting, becauſs they bad a hand. 
n, | in nominating, aud appointing men, who did conlider-theitr Abel. 
rings, and make Report thereof te the Afewbly: nay; treit Moderator” 
y.. | 28d Clerk, being Moderator and Clerk of m_ _ Ably d'd no fore 
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choien, and therefore it is nothing againſt the ſreedom of the Meeling. 


REA 6 46 -9 

O3JeF. It the propoundiug of one Exception was reaſon ſufficient to 
have removed io many conſiderable Members of the Aſſembly, then 
might the whole M-mabers one ater another, have been removed by pro- 
pounding Exceptions againſt he, and io not only that Afﬀembly.but 
all Aſſemblies whatloever, n:14,hi vy any contentious or marvelous per- 
{on be brought to nothing, b:caule they might propound Exceptions; g 


againſt each ot the Members, and alleadge, Thatthey could not fit un- 
til theſe were fir it tryed and diſcuſſed, otherwiſe it were not a lawful 
tree General Aſſembly. Anm. Inis Obyection ſtrikes againſt the pro. 
pounding ard hearing of any Exception whatleever, againſt any cen- 
ſtitvent Member ot a Judicatory, as well as againſt rhe preſent caſe, and 
therefore if the makers ot it admit Ex ep ions g inſt conſtituent Mr 
bers it any caſe, they are bound no leſs chen we are, to frame an Anſwer 
thereto, which anſwer in the preſent Cale, as in o bers they would not 
grant. But to che thing it felt, wear, That it is not ſuffcient for remov- 
ing of Members of Judicatories hmply to propourd and offer Excepti- 
ons againſt them, But theſe two things are requiſite in the Exception 


_propoended and offered. 1, That for the matter it be ſuch as prima fore 


te, at leaſt ſeems relevant in Law. 2. That for ttettu hof the fact in ap- 
plication to the perſons againſt whom it is made there be a ſcar dal, cr 
ſome preſum ptions, or ſome offering to inſtruct and make it out; now 
in the preſent caſe it is clear that the eæctptions propc urded was tele. 


vant in jure: it there be any relevant, why a wan ſhould net ſit in the 
. General Aſſembly. this certainly is ane, that ke bath betrayed His fer- 
mer Truſt, bath made detection from the Covenant ard Cauſe, and be- 
ing in ſtrumental to carry on a cous ſe ot delectionihrougbout the: Kirk 
and Kingdom; and as to the (ruth of the Fact in reference to theſe a- 


eainf whom the exception was made. all theſe three did concur 
« flagrant ſcandal, pregnant preſumption, and perſons in the Jucicatc- 


y offering to inſtruct and veriſie what was alledged. 


Objeck. No. Exception could be taken in conſideration, nor diſ- 
cuſſed until the Judicatories was firſt conſtituted, and a Moderator 


that 
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that the Aſſembly not yet being con ſtitute, and a Moderator not choſ- 


; en, that they did retuſe to fall upon the tryal and diſcuſſing of that Ex- 
I ception againſt the Commiſſioners of che former Aſſembiy. A. ſw. It 
+ | the. Aﬀembly had immediately, upon the choice of the M-deratoꝶ fal- 
I len upon the tryal and diſcuſſing of that Exception, and removed theſe 
s. | gainſt whone it was made, from ſitting in the Aſſembly as. Judges in a- 


ny thing until that had been done, though it could not have loofed, yet 
4 | it would have leflened the difficulty and ſtrength of the Argament , & 
bur even a'ter the Moderator-was cholen, and the A ſſembly now for- 4M 
merly conſtitute, theſe men were all allowed to fic as Members; and to 
be Judges in every thing that eoine before the Aſſembly for many days 
together before the Aſſembly had judged of the*exceptionz nay, which 
is more, before their proceeding were approven by tke Aſſembly, they 


4 ſar as Judges to give vote and ſentence upon this very exception pro- 

þ . - * . ; . 

+ | pownded againſt themſelves, the ſame being one of the ſp-cial reaſon⸗ 

. contained in the Proteſtation, which was Condeened betore the pro- 

n \/<tedings of the Commilhoners were reported and approven, we {aid that | 
| it would not have looſed thediffical:te, Becaule the ching which was 1 
„De ſired, was not the Tryal and Diſcuſſing ot the Exception inſtantly be- | 
fore the choice of a Moderator, but tha: accordingly as was done in te. 

„ | ference to other Members excepted againft, ſo theſe ſhould be laid” afide, . 
land not allowed to vote unul the Aﬀembly being conſtitute, take in . 

| confideration, and diſcuſs theſame, which they were (o'far from doing 


in effect to re ject the exception holy, and to detetm ne eit e: that it + 
was not relevant, or elſe that it was falſe, both whic' were abſarq, T. 
3=caule to ſay that it was not relevant, was to conttaditt moſt cleat light | 
ot reaſon, and to (ay it wasfalſe, was to approre the Com sons po. - 
ceedings before tryal of chem, or hearing what was to be Haid for veri- : 
fy ing the exception, + | 1 

Obje J. They could not be debarred until they were found Ju izr 


that they did peremptorily rcjcct it; and admit him to vote, which W = M 
4 


. andalons, 1. Bzcaule they were many of then, men of 2prov- " N 
„ fen integrity ix all their former carriage. 2. This uad been to ſaſt: an 1 
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ty. 3: It had been to make way ior a bad preparative, to remove a 
number ot able and fꝛitbhtul men out of a Jucic<tory whenſocver it ſhould 
Pleate any to come in again them with any luch alledgences. An/.All 
_ theſe things are clearly enough aniwered already,>yer for farther atis: 
faction, we ſhortly reply,that though a Judicia! try al and ſentence nay 
- hapily be required tor ren oving oue who is already a received Menibe i 
of a conftuate Judicatory, yet it is not in regard of rhe Members of a 
Judicatoty yet to de conſtituted, or in regard of Members yet not ads 

mitted, fer if it were fo, then it would follow, either that no Judicaiee 
ry could Conſtitute it (elf, but behoved to have (ome ober Judi. 
catory to judge of ti e conſtituent Member ot it, or e ſe that it tehoved 
to conſtitute it ſelf ot ſcar dalous petlons: notvithſiandir g of ti tous in 
formation given of theſe {canda's and exceptions - propounced againſt 
 heperſons under the ſame, why they. could not fit till ihele fcandals 
were purged. 2 Ir deſtroyes the common order ar d. directorie ot prece 
dour in the Conſtitution of all Judicatories. 3 lt conttadicts the cur- 
rent and conſtant tenor of the practices and proceedings ot the General 
Aſfemblies of this Kirk, in order to their copſtitution, who have always 
removed perſons againſt whom exceprions were made, tili they took try- 
al of the ſame, though there were no judicial Sentence, at the pro- 
pounding of them produced ter veriiying of them. As tor their tormer 
integrity, we ſhall not deny to ſundry of themtbat teſtimony. But as it 
is not the firft time ia the Kirk of Scotland. that men of under ſtending 
have fallen to prove others io, neither did their former carriage when 
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®impurat'on,nay a kind of cenſure npon them beſore they were found ex |; 
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they fell tro their ſtedfaftnels, perſwade gt :exs to wink or be ſilent at 
their defection, and for the faftening an imputation or kind of - cenſure 
"upon them, It was much better and more ſate and reaſonable ( ſuppoſe 
ing what is alledged ) to taften a jaſt imgu ation upon them, then to ta- 
en an un juſt & remeedileſs prejudice upon the ca uſe. But would not their 
being vin ſicated atcer trial, have made their rignteouſneſs ſhine more 
brighely. And for the preparative, it is already anſwered, That. it is not 


ſuffi- 


K BF 


* 
P 


ſuffic ient to propound things by way of exception, but that they mu nl 
be relevant tor the matter, and probable for the truth, becauſe of ſcan- 
dal or prelump ions, or perſons offering to veriſe and inſtruct: All 
which were in the preſent cals * 718 
8. Reeſe. That is not a lawful free Aſſembly, where th ere is not 
liberty and freedom to vote in the matters agitated and debated tbhereinz 
But the meeting at St, Andrews had no liberty vor treedom in the chief 
mattets that came in conuideration, to wit, the Hublick Reſolutiors and 
| proceeding $ of the Cotumiihion, as it is maniteſt from thele particulars. 
1, The Co nmiſſion had in their Remonftrances and Papers, ſtirred up 
the Civil Magiltrate againſt ſuch as did differ trom them in thele Reſolu- 
tions and Proceedii.gs, and accordingly the Civil Magutrate had con- 
fned ſome Miniſters, to wit, theſe of Stirlize, upon that accompt, and 
had made Laws and Acts of Parhament, appointing all ſuch to be pro- 
cceded againſt as Enemies to Religion and the Kingdem, 2. The Com- 
miſſion Rad by their Warningsand Papers to Presby teries, ſtirted up 
Presbyteries to cenſure {uch, and cite them to the General Aſſembly, and 
accordingly the Presbyteries did cite many ot them 3, The Kings Ma- 
jeſty wrote to the Aſſembly, a Letter inciting and ſtixring up to puniſh 
ment and cenſure thele w ho differ trom the Publick Reiolutions; and 
His Commiſtoner did ſecond the ſame by a Speech to the Afﬀembly, 
incimating that he hoped that ſnch a courſe ſhould be taken with them 
2s that ell others might be deterred from doing the like hereafter - none 
of alt which things that Meeting did reſent, but firft were ſilent thereat, 
and afterwards did approve them. ; | . 
Oijeck. It was not any prelimiting of the Aſſembly inthe freedom 
of their voices for the King x His Co un nifttaner toſſtirſthem up to theit 
duty againit theſe who differed, andfhould not obey the Aflembly:Naygt 
was incumbent ta the King &hisCommillioner todo ſo as it is cumbent 
to the Judicatories of the kirk to ſtir up the Civil Magiſtrate to his duty. 4. 
It the King & his Commiſſiener had kept themſelves within the bo , 
ſpoken of iu the objection, leis could have been (aid but whilſt the Alembly © oY 
had not yet medled with the * Proceeding ef te 
a | = : | Com: | 4 
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| ad imputa: on, nay a kind of eenſure nęon them beſore they were fourd gl 


theſe things are clearly enough aniwered already, yet tor further atis: 


mitted, fer if it were fo, then it would follow, either that ne jodicato. 
ry could Conſtitute it (elf, but behoved to have ſome orher Judi. 
catory to judge of tie conſtituent Member ot it, or e ſe that it tehoved 


rent and conſtant tenor of the practices and proceedings of-the General 
.Aſemblies of this Kirk, in order to their copſtitution, who have always 
removed perſons againft whom exceprions were made, till they took try- 


they fell tro a their ſtedfaſtneſs, perſwade pt :ers to wink or be ſilent at 
their detection, and for the faftening an iamput3tion or kind of cenſure 
"upon them, It was much better and more (ate and reaſonable ( ſuppoſ- 
ing what is alledged ) to taften a jaſt impuration upon them, then to fa- 
ten an un juſt & remeedileſs prejudice upon the ca uſe. But would not their 
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ty. 3: It nad been to make way ior a bad preparative, to remove 4 
number ot able and fꝛithtul men out of a Jucic<cory whenſocver it ſhould 
Pleale any to come in again them with any ſuch alledgences. An/.All 


faction, we ſhortly reply, that though a Judicia tryal and ſentence n ay 


hapily be teq ired for ren oving oue who is already a received Menibe || 


of a conſtitate Judicatory, yet it is not in regard of the Members ot a 
Judicatory yet to be conſtituted, or in regard ot Members yet not ad: 


to conſtitute it ſelf ot ſcar dalous perions: not ithfiandirg of tin tous in 
formation given of theſe ſcandals and exceptions - propounded againſt 
the perſons under the ſame, why they could not fit till ihele fcandals 
were purged. 2* It deftroyes the common order ar d. directorie ot prece 
dour in the Conſtitution of all Judicatories. 3 lt conttadicts the cur- 


al of the ſame, though there were no judicial Sentence, at the pro- 
pounding of them produced ter veriiying of them. As tor their former 
integrity, we ſhall not deny to ſundry of them tbat teftimony. But as it 
is not the firft time 18 the Kirk of Scotland. that men of under ſtending 
have fallen to prove others ſo, neither did their former carriage when 


being vin licated after trial, have made their rignteouſneſs ſhine more 


brighely. And for the preparative, it is already anſwered, That. it is not 


ſuffi- 


"FF: pr, C49): -. 
oh | gufficient to propound things by way-of exception, but that they muſt 
- 4 | be relevant tor the matter, and probable forthe truth, becauſe of ſcan- 
1d | dal or prelump ions, or perſons offering to veriſe and inſtruct: All 
I | which were in the preſeut caſe: | | | 
is: 3. Reaſor. That is not a lawful free Aﬀembly, where there is not 
ay | liberty and freedom to vote in the matters agitated and debated thereinz 
x1 | But the weeling at St, Aud, ems had no liberty nor treedom in the chief 
t 4 | matters that came in consideration, to wit, the Publick Refolutiors and 
d- | proceedings of the Cotumiilion. as it is maniteſt from thele particulars. 
0+ | 3, The Co nmiſſion had in their Remonſtrances and Papers, ſtirred 
di- | he Civil Magiſtrate againit ſuch as did differ trom them in thele Reſolu - 
ed tions and Proceedii.gs, and accordingly the Civil Magittrate had con- 
in] fined ſome Miniſters, to wit, theſe of Stirlive, upon that accompt, and 
nt] had made Laws and Acts of Parliament, appointing all ſuch to be pro- 
als] cceded againſt as Enemies to Religion and the Kingdem,_ 2. The Com- 
ece| miſſion Rad by their Varningsand Papers to Presbyterics, ftirred up 4 
ur- Presdyteries to cenſure ſuch. and cite them to the General Aſſembly, and 4 
Tall accordingly the Presby teries did cite many of them 3, The Kings Ma. 
ays] jeſty wrote to the Aſſembly, a Letter inciting and ſtirring up to puniſh = . 
y- ment and cenſure thele w ho differ trom the Publick Reſolutions; and 
:0-| His Commiſtoner did ſecond the ſame by a Speech to the Aﬀembly, ” 7 
ner] incimating that he boped that ſnch a courſe ſhomld be taken with them 


+ it| as that Il others might be deterred from doing the like hereatter: none 4 | 

ing of eli which things that Meeting did reſent, but firft were ſilent therext, 

den] and afterwards did approve them. ; | . =o 
at] Oje#. It was not any prelimiting of the Aſſembly inthe freedom =: 

ure] gt their voices for the King x His Co u aiſſioner toſſtirſchem up to theit 

of- | duty againſt theſe who differed andfhould not obey the Aſſembiy: Nayſt 


was incumbent ta theKing &hisCommillioner todo ſo as it is jcumbenrn 
to the Judicatories of the kirk to ſtir up the Civil Magiſtrate to his duty. 4. 2 
It the King & his Commiſſiener had kept themſelves within the bee - 7 
ſpoken of iu the objection, leſs could have been (aid butwhil the ei] © 
had not yet medled with the r Proceedingof te *l 
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Commiſſion either to __ 4 or approve them, they ftirred up of 
the Aſſembly to puniſh and cenſure, net theſe who ſhall diſfer from the 
Aſſembly in their Acts and Concluſions, but theſe who difter from the 
Commiſſion in their Acts and Concluffons. 5, Sf $A 
4. Re«ſor That i; not a free Aſſembly wherein perſons allowed by the 
- Arts and Policie of the Kirk to ſpeak their Conſciences are denied liber. 
ty ſo to do, But fo it was in the Aﬀembly at St. Andrews, that ſuch per- 
ſons were denied that liberty. Perſons allowed to ſpeak in an Aﬀertd] 
are not only Ecclefjaſtick perſons having calling and power to vote 
therein; but others alſo are allowed to propone, hear and reaton, as it 
evident from the Policie of the Kirk, end Acts of Aſſembly 1581, and 
1585. and 1596: all which expreffes this as a part of the freedom ofthe 
Senetal A ſſembly ot the Kirk of Scosland, and it was the ſua] practice 
of this Kirk, to deſire any judicious Member of the Kirk to preſent unto 
the Aſſembly in writing their thoughts of any dangers to Relrgion,or to 
the Kirk, and of thebeft remedies of the ſame, as is evident from the 
Records of the Aſſembly i467: 1539 1593 1594 1599. and eſpecial! 
'S in the time of any trouble or difference. Vet nowwithſtanding of a! chet- 
© . things, Sir Archibald Johnſton Clerk of the Aſſembly, a man to thistime 
undeniable faithful, and ſingularly acquainted wich the Acts and proceed 

CE _ingsof this Kirk, and with the Matters preſently in controverſſe and de- 
bate, and who hath been uſeful above many in all the tracts of rhe work 
I of Reformation from the begining throughout all the ſteps thereof, both 
gat home and abroad; having written his mind to the Meeting (not be- 
* ing able to come himſeit) about the things which were tobe agifed in 
tbe Aſſembly, and holden out much clear light from the Scriptures, and 
from che Acts of former Aſtemblies in theſe particulats; albeit the Let. 
tet was delivered publickly to the Moderator in the Face of the Aſtem- 
bly and urged to be read by him who preſented it, that then the Mo- b 
deeritos did break it up, and promiſed to cauſe read it; and that many | b 
Members did thereafter upon ſeveral occaſons, and at ſeveral Diets preis 7 
_ "the reading of ic yet could never the reading thereof be obtained, but -© 
it was {mothered together with a Preteftation which wes r | 
PF, - | rein 
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therein againſt a Paper given in by che Commiſion to che Parliament: 


approving what was done by the King and the Committee ot Bates 
againſt the Minidteis of Stir liue. 3 3 
a free Assembly to which there 


. Reaf;, That cannot be accompted 

vn not tree acceſs and receſs : But there was nat tree accels to this Aſ- 
| fembly by reaſon of the two Armies being inter jacent bei ixt the Meet- 
ings of many of the Co nmiſfioners ʒ theſe Armies in the very time when 
the Commisſioners ſhouſd have come to the Aizembly, being purſuing 
one another hotly, and having their parties roving abroad every where 
Therefore many Members were abient, above the one half of the Bur- 
rows, and many Presbyteries, to the number ot nine or ten: Neither 
was there free teceis trom it, not only becauſe of the tormer reaſon. hut 
alſo becauſe the King and Comniitte of Eſtates did detain and keep un- 
der a kind of confinement at Stirling, ſeveral Members thereo!, as they 
to | were returning to their on home, having nothin;; nor alleadging a- 

- | my thing to challenge them of, unleſs it were their carriage at the 4 

bly. Ws 60 oy vx 1 A | | $633 7 ' 

= Res. That is not 2 lawful free Assembly, in which perſons ;law- 
fally under the trial thereof. are admitted to fit as Judges in the ſame 
thing tor which-they are under trial. But the Meeting at St. Azdrews 
| and Dundee is ſuch, Becauſe the Commisſioners of the General Afem- 
bly were, betore the approbation of their proceedings by che Aſtembly, 
admitted to ht as Judges of the Proteſtation, a part whereof way, that 
their proceedings ſhould not be ratiſied, Becanſe they did involve a con 
junction wich the Malignant Party 3 which is contrary to the Word at 
(od, the Solemn League and Covenant, the Selemn Bngagment, many 
Acts, Warniags and Declarations ot this Kirk, Gr. Nea, not only did 
they before the approving ot theſe proceedings, judge the perſons. who 
had given it in. and gave their voices amongft others who of them fit@uld 
be cited, in order to Cenſure ʒ nay, the Committee wherein that 


relating to the Proteſtation and the in givers of it was handled and u- 5 


on whoſe report thereanent the Reſolutions of the Aſsembly therein di 
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bers or the Commi ſſion ; Mi ich things, when they are impartially com Jor.4 


ſidered by indifferent men, | believe will be acknowledged eo be * 
unſrita ble and incomſiſtent with the liberty of a free Aﬀembly; There 
be two things. as to the matter of Fact necdfeFto be verified in this 
Argument: one is, That the Proteſtation was judged and condemns 
ed. and the five Members appointed to be cited befofe the approving: of 
the Con miilian Bo k. Another is this, Tia the Members of the Come 
miſſion had voice in theſe things. Or the truth ot both theſe· e ate in- FI 
formed by ſome, but 11 any doubt, we ſhall defire him to lay no weiglit 
upon the Argument until he get the certainty ; and we our ſel ves do 
no- hy ans weigit upon it, Buras theſe things ſnat be tound true, 
Ob eck. Aibeit th eſe Reaſons do indeed hold for h fome kind of en- 
eroachment upon the liberty and freedom of the Aſſemoly. yet do they 
not prove the Nullity thereof. Every degree of encroaehment is not ſueh $1 
us deftroies an Aſſembſie, and makes ĩt no Aſſembiy 3 But ic were hard 
ever to find a lawful free Aſſemb ie in th. World. Anuſw lt is true, 
That every encroachment upon the liberty of an A ſſemblh does not de- 
Rroy it and make i; no Aſſemd your we deny that theſe encroachment 
Contained in our arguments de th it not, and we give theſe two Reaſons 
of our denial. 1. Becauſe the things mentioned deRroy almoſt allitheeb. J' 
ſential requißtes of a free Aſſembly ;-freedom ot Elections, treedom of 
Voicing, free acceſs and recels, and tree hearing of what is offered for 
ght. im partial hearing and diſcuſſing of Exceptions againſt conſi nuent 
Members; admitting parties. cr theſe Who are under trial, to be Judge, 
iu the ſame hing. 2. Becauſe theſe are ſuch encroac ments as moved 
the General Aſſembly in the year*1 638. Becauſe of the like, to judge 
'feveral of the tormer Aſſemblies ot this Kirk to be null, as may be ſeen 
in the Acts of tbat Afently, We kelieve, that there is none ot theſe 
a Aisemblies tor the Nulllay ot which ſtrongereaſons ate brought 
Auen theſe are u lich we have brought tor the Nullity ot this, and will 
appear to thoſe WhO hall cakobut a liitle pains to compare them cope. 
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of accordimg to the mind of Weben the Publick Reſol ation it 

is not like that they would ha ve thought euat the Realonsalleadged d 
prove the Nullity of it; and it ſo, vhy then ſhould ſuch things be made 
uſe ot to prove the nullity of it, bccauſe ſome men are not ſad ed with: - 
the proceedings and acts thereof, 4 Aldeit there be no fuck Realonas is 
alleadged, nor any thing relating to the pomt of orm, yet conceive, 
lend that with much appearance of- Reaſon; that any Aſſemol y ptoceeu 
ing wrong upon the matter, is 2 N,ẽĩ—ſſenbly 3 Becauſe Kk Jade. 
tor ies have no power to deſtruction, Bat all theit power is to Edificath- 
on, But whatſoever power the Comtui ſſioners in a General | Adſeinbly 
have, it is dy Con vſtion from their Presbyteries, wifich' Commiſſion 
limits them to the Word of God, and the Covenant, and Acts of . 
mer Aſſemotiestheretore in ſo far as tie do any thing contrary to theſe 
in ſo tar they may be dec:ined,ashavr gi a po. nor an hori y Foride- 
any {och thing; which turnubes anorter conſidetabe realoh for 
declining ot this Aſſem 1%, not berore alleadged, Becauſe they have in 
moſt of all, an i the moſt material of their proceedings, con- 
ttary to the truſ commi ted unto thera by Presbyterie 2. Alben "they 
had proceeded righe upon the matter, yer would there ſtill have deem 
reaſon to have inſiſted upon eO amg of cheſe thin s, for prelerv- 
ing and vindicating the Aſſemblies ; andu any: had: een in * j 
heir right, proceed or ſbu:k cloſely to theſe things; e ſee not what 
croſechere was to blame him for io doing, though yet we believe that 
menin the caſe of rigat procedot. upon the matcet wd have more eaſie 
digeſted faules; in the tormer we muſt ſoppoſe it be in theſe thingsas 
in the caſe of two Miniſters, both ot chem tot che ſame taulr;deforving 
depoſition i» ſtricł jure and che one, ava min whos known notto 
Aditie, dut Deſtroy, the other, knowu todiſie though e theſe fats 
Will not wer think thut they my with ſouegood ramſo 
th:y depoſe the other > We rake it to be not  withont+ ſpertit 
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, the ignorance ot the thftory and /Ats obthe Kirk that makes; men to 
peak fo, ve ſhall give but one/inſtance, Betauſe it doch moſt quadrat 
 40:hepreſent year, 3397. it being carcied by plurali.y pfyorzes in the 


name ot the Kirk, and as che third Eſtate ot ihe Kingdom, ſhould be ap- 
ed and obliterate for the cbauduance of Peace and Quit: neſs in thekirł 


ed. Afzembly 3 dx defiredit be inſetted in the Books of the Aembly. 
| wa *. 1135 5 $8 * . 45 1 (44 VP! { 1515436070 bid 
55 Object. 1: ſcews that the Prateſſ int againſt this '{ſſembly hath in it a 


einfſ ibe Aſembiy; zet the next bring ſuch as it ought, might have take 


4 for Prato h ation againſt both the matten amd manner. it hah theſegood 
init, beldes many other, 1. Our exaneration of our Conjciences to the du 


— 


* 


2 


as 2 
conwincingly prove, That it is none of the lawiul;tree Courts of Jeſs 


Chriſt, nor to be reckened amongſt the tree General Atzemblies of the 
1 561 1YOWOt i s 68 io 111i: Mods gory 
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Odjeck. It is without precedent, that the Conſtitution of a General] 
 Alzembly: bath been proteſted againſt by the Kirk ot Sc, Auf til 


Nbecmbly, that che Petition of the Commis uonets ot che ſot wer Algem- 
ly, given in to the Parliament, tor Mimiſtors voting in Patliament in 
proven; and that the Paper of-Grievances which was given to the Af 
.&mblyagainf that Petition by ſeveral Members thereot, ſnould be burg 


Mt. Jobs David(on tor himſalf, and in the name ot the Brethren, entered]? | 
| his Preteſtation in theſe terms, That vis pteſent Asen bly is not a f 


tr £17 14 


good nor profitable uſe at all, becauſe p oirfting ag aiuſi their proceeding r,he: 
Lees teſtimony enongh for the trith, thengh there had been 10 prorevatisr 


» the Conſtitution of this inconſider ation. and declared it Null. Anſw. J 
io latter part of what is alleadged have any weight, it ſpeaks alſs againſt a 
- #5 Prateſtation againſt the matter of their proceedings > Hui the Lord cal 


- ty and neſped which we owe o Jeſus C lriſt, in maintaining the liberty c 
feedow of his Courts, nnvialated. 2. Ground of cenvictiom upon the Con 1. 4 
ſeiences of tbe ſembs have incr91ched upow. the ſame. A keeping of the w Ju 

Kirk of Scotland free of ſuchgultineſs. 4. Preſerving a lx al right & fai 
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Object. This hroteſtation ſeemath to have two great evils in it. 4 
I diſcovery of our Nakedneſs before the Face of the Enemy, whos now 
Ii the Eand, and doth inſult, and rejoyce in theſe our Diviſions and 
fakes occaſion thereby, to ſpeak evil of the Government and Diſcipline 
of our Kirk, 2. It caſts looſethe whole Frame of our Kirk-Government 
and puts out of capacity of having any more Aﬀemblies.” Anſw. It is not 
the proteſting that Kath diſcovered our Nakedneſs, or made the Enemite- 
ſpeakevilof, or deſpiſe our Goverament, but it is the grols miſcarriages 
which-are Proteſted againſt: The Proteſtation is rather a covering of 
a our Nakedneſs,& making up of the Br and ſtopping of the monthes -* 
| of Enemies, when they hear that all are not involved, nor give not way 
to theſe correptions of Government, but that many bear teſtimony a. 
gainſt the ſame: Neither doth it caſt loboſe the Form cf Kirk. Gbvern. 
went, or pots us out of a capacity of having Aſſemblies, Bur againſt the 
Conftitgtion of this Aſſemoly: The Doctrine, Diſcipline, Worſhip,and 
Government of the Kirk of Scetland is fully and clearly acknowledged 
Jand aſſerted in the Proteſtation, and General Aſſemblies rightly conftt- 
tuted, and proceeding rightly, are acknowledged to be amongſt the” 
" | efedual means for remeeding the preſent” differences and "diltrations: : 
„by which General Aﬀembly may agatn be called. one is by the MHH. 
ual conſent of Pres5yteries 3a ſecond is by the Commiſſion of the former © - 
Aſſembly, which feem, to be in force until another lawfall free Genep- 2 
al Aſſembly do ſit: a third is by the Civil Magiftrate, and others alſa' | Þþ 
there be which providence may offer. But it. may de (aid, That by the 
Proteſtation the exerciſe of the Government is ſuſpended, which may 
conſequently prove dangerous and deſtructive; Tg which we reply, 
1. That the exercile of the Government is preſerved in the interior, 


„ Judicatories. 2d. It is muck better tha theſe” who aſſume power 
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1 8 to en that hey Howl want it,on 
dot have itz Beyer, no Gererall Aſſemoly then 2 pretended oot'whi t 
> E geftroyes in ſtead of eciiying 2 as better no Miniſter then onõ,L ge 

. Dyer the Flock, who pey ions inſtcad of feeding. 

Mrs. To: proteſt againtt a General, Aſſenit iy bath, alwayes beet 
3 upon in this Kirk as a thing verg:cenfurabley; and ere 
the Year: 15832:thereis one AC of the Cenetal Aſemby appoisating ſue! 
23 decline the General Aisermoly e be ſummat iy excammunicatec An 
: To. make ſuch an act werte, enbet to ſuppoie ti at a General: Afzembl 
2 ld nat de wrong conſtitute, and could not err in their ꝓroceeding 
bie elſe, that ſuppole they ſhould be wrong conſtitrute and-err;yetthe 
= | _ _pupht-potto. be dechined or proteſted againſt, both whis Hate eius 
; 1 2 Ablfurd, and theretore we cannot think chat the Kitk of Scetland bat 
At any time made any {och Agia ſo general and uqzmited tu. A8 t 
Mat in the year 1583, it is grofly a iſtaken, becauſt & is no wayes ate 
Jeelining of unlawtal Abemolies, bot againſt appealing from law iul A 
ſemblies to the Civil Magiſtrate in Eccleliaſtick cauſes. for ſtopping Ee 
eßlick Diſcipline againſt the perſons appoalers, as is fur bet evident b 
i occafioty thereof: Mr. Robert Montgomery Biſhop ot Claſgem, bi 
Producing Letem ot Horniog from the Xing and Council, -charginggh 
 dherubly ro deſiſt from his Proceſs, and ſuſpending their dentencein; 
mean time, till the King and. Council couſider the ſame z againft hie 
the Kirk entered a Proteſtation. From theſe tkings it muy appear ho 
anwarrantably che at Dundee did upon alleadgence of thi 
2 Hall ts * 9 e rer rern 1 1 * ha 
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